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Belgium and the Jewish World 
Belgian Senate recognizes authorities' role during Holocaust  

  

On Thursday January 24th, the Belgian Senate unanimously approved a resolution recognizing 
the "responsibility of the Belgian State" in the persecution and deportation of Jews in Belgium 
during World War II. The vote was qualified as "historical" by Belgian parliamentarians, and was 
met with the applause of the representatives of the Jewish Commuity who were present at the 
Senate. The resolution states that "Belgian authorities" wrongly collaborated with the German 
occupiers, "a collaboration unfitting of a democracy, with tragic consequences for the Jewish 
population". The senators called on the Parliaments of the Communities to pursue the important 
education work with the young generations in order to keep the memory of the Holocaust alive. 
The resolution also encourages the Belgian government to "examine the possibility of giving a 
statute" to Jews and Roma who were deported for racist reasons and to orphans of the Holocaust. 

  

President Shimon Peres declares 11 Belgian families  Righteous Among the Nations  

  

  



During his visit to Belgium last March, 
President Peres bestowed decorations of 
Righteous Among the Nations on 11 
Belgian families who saved Jews during 
the Holocaust. The ceremony took place 
in the presence of Crown Prince Philippe 
of Belgium and Belgian Foreign Minister 
Didier Reynders. Mr. Peres said to the 
families: "On behalf of the State of Israel 
and the Jewish people, I thank you. The 
Righteous Among the Nations brought 
light to the world and exhibited bravery 
and courage in the face of the atrocities of 
the Holocaust". In his speech, Didier 
Reynders expressed Belgium's 
commitment to teaching the lessons of the 
Holocaust and to remember those who 
perished. 

  

  

  

Between Tel Aviv and Antwerp 
Belgium’s most read fashion and lifestyle magazine, Elle Magazine Belgium, has chosen the blog 
of our compatriots Marilyn and Josephine as “Blog of the Month”. Their blog is set between Tel 
Aviv and Antwerp and highlights the contrasts and similarities between the two cosmopolitan 
cities. A relaxing and captivating read at: http://marilynjosephine.wordpress.com/ 

 

Economic News 
  

City of Ghent rewarded for its rational use of ener gy  

  

The Luci Association which rewards the best initiatives in 
sustainable urban lighting has given its 2012 “Auroralia” 
first prize to the city of Ghent for its ambitious lighting plan 
launched in 2005. This Flemish city of 250,000 inhabitants, 
has gradually modernized its infrastructures in order to 
reduce its energy needs. At the same time it has ensured 
that its lighting installations are supplied with greener 
energy. The new lighting installation generates energy 
savings of 20% and lowers annual CO2 emission by 1,113 
tons. In the long term, when the dimming system is fully 
operational, Ghent will cut its energy needs by a further 
20%. In addition to the environmental impact, the jury 
particularly appreciated the city’s commitment to achieving 
its targets through a strict financial management. 

  

   



  

Belgium increasingly attractive as tourist destinat ion  

  

Belgium has become more attractive for tourists over the past two years, according to the index of 
the World Economic Forum (WEF). Belgium ranks number 18, five places higher than in 2011 in 
the tourism ranking. The ranking, published every two years, refers to the competitiveness of 140 
countries in the worldwide travel and tourism industry. Belgium lost a few points on affordability, 
due to relatively high fuel prices, but rose in the rankings overall. “That Belgium scores high as far 
as tourism goes does not surprise me, said Stef Gits from the Flemish tourist office. All the regions 
have made great efforts these past few years in order to attract tourists. Our beautiful cities are our 
most important asset: Ghent, Antwerp, Bruges, Brussels, Louvain and let us not forget the 
coast…Foreign tourists can enjoy, bunched together in a relatively small space, artistic treasures, 
a rich cultural life, excellent food and beautiful landscapes.” 

  

On the same note, the Commercial Attaché for Brussels and the Walloon region at the Embassy, 
organized  a seminar on the assets of Brussels as a tourists destination. The seminar took place 
on April 18th at the Hilton Hotel. The workshops, conducted by three representatives of "Visit 
Brussels" (The Brussels Tourism Office - www.visitbrussels.be) focused on three main assets: 
leisure, gay travel and congresses and incentives. About thirty professionals of the Israeli Travel 
Industry attended the seminar. 

  

 
Landscape in the Ardennes (Wallonia) 

    

Wallonia's creative economy  

  

Wallonia and Tuscany are the two European regions selected by the European Commission from 
among 44 European regions for their exemplary strategy of supporting the creative economy as a 
driver of economic change. In October 2010, the Walloon government launched the framework 
programme 'Creative Wallonia' designed to place creativity and innovation at the heart of 
Wallonia’s economy and society. Following two years of implementation, the European 



Commission considers this ambitious strategy to be exemplary and has awarded Wallonia the title 
of ‘European Creative District’ – one of the first two of its kind in the European Union.  From 
January 2013 to July 2015, the project will help to position Creative Wallonia as a European 
reference plan, develop trans-regional partnerships and increase cooperation opportunities for 
Walloon public and private stakeholders. It will also help define good practices for other European 
regions. 

  

    

Cultural news 
  

Belgian illustrator Pieter Van Eenoge wins gold med al 

  

Pieter Van Eenoge’s illustration for the 
Bokrijk Open Air Museum 
(http://www.bokrijk.be/en/ontdek-het-
museum/default.aspx) in Belgium received a 
gold medal in the institutional category from 
the American Society of Illustrators, during 
their Exhibition and Gala evening last 
January. The piece is based on the “Game 
of Goose”, an early board game similar to 
Snakes & Ladders. It hangs in a 200-year 
old barn situated on the museum grounds 
where craftsmen and actors dressed in 
period costume demonstrate what life was 
like in rural Bokrijk. Van Eenoge was born in 
Bruges where he lives today. He graduated 
in 1999 from the Sint Lucas School for Arts 
and Science in Ghent. 

  

  

New York Times charmed by Brussels' art scene  

  

“With cheap spaces, a friendly scene and 
a thoughtful audience, the once sleepy 
Brussels arts scene is making some 
noise”, writes Jim Lewis in a long article
devoted to the art world in Brussels, which 
appeared in the NYTimes on March 20th. 
The fact that Brussels – “a more easygoing 
city than many cities in Europe” - is gaining 
cultural power is due to several factors: 
low rent, easy access to the rest of the 
continent, a convivial art scene, a 
thoughtful audience, the excellent 
reputation of Belgian collectors who “know 
their history and know their art. They aren’t 
just interested in Belgian art, they’re really 



international”. Though the city lacks a major modern arts museum, “it is home to fantastic 
collections in private hands, many drawn from Belgium’s traditions of intellectual, contrary and 
difficult art: James Ensor and Magritte, along with lesser-known movements and conceptualist 
artists”. “There’s a certain deliberate neglect at work in Brussels, concludes the journalist, a 
disinclination to promote, brand, gentrify, boast … this attitude is both the city’s strong suit and its 
weak point: it makes the place worldly but keeps it from being world-class.” (in picture: the German 
artist Thomas Bayrle’s exhibition at the Wiels contemporary art center housed in a former 
brewery). 

  

http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/03/20/art-market-big-in-belgium/ 

Agenda 
  

• The Belgian Baroque Ensemble Clematis, which performed in Israel two years ago to 
great acclaim, will give a concert on Thursday May 2 nd  at 21.00 at the Tel Aviv 
Museum, Recanati Hall, as part of the Felicia Blumenthal festival, with works by 
Monteverdi, Marini, Buxtehude and others. Special offer:  90 NIS instead of 145 NIS at 
Eventim Box Office *9066 or through www.blumentalfestival.com. The concert is 
sponsored by the Embassy of Belgium. 

 
  
  

• On the occasion of Lag Baomer, the OBI is organizing a sports day at the Sportek on 
May3rd from 9.00 – 15.00 . Participation must be booked in advance with 
dannysteinmetz2@hotmail.com, 054-2819483. 

• Three Belgian films will be screened at the Docaviv Festival May 2-11: Tea or 
Electricity , The Only Son   and The Lab . The film "Tea or Electricity" won the Magritte 
2013 "best documentary" award. It tells the story of the implementation of electricity in a 
tiny isolated village n the Moroccan High Atlas. 

• The Belgian rock/electronic band 2 Many DJ’s  will participate in the Plug Fest Festival 
which will take place in Kfar Hanokdim  close to  the Dead Sea on May 9-11 . Plug Fest is 
Israel’s first ever international music festival. It will bring a great roster of international 
names to Israel. 



• It’s the pianists’ turn this year at the Queen Elisabeth Competition  which will take place 
on May  6 - June 1st.  The semi-finals (May 13-18) and the final (May 27 – June 1st) can be 
followed live and on demand on http://www.concours-reine-elisabeth.be/. Podcasts will be 
available of every performance as from the first round. 
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