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Jerusalem has his lyre-shaped suspension bridge and now Liège can boast of his magnificent railway 
station. 13 years in the making, the new high-speed rail station at Liège-Guillemins designed by the 
eminent Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava, was finally inaugurated last September. Members of 
the Royal family together with international dignitaries and the architect himself attended opening 
celebrations which were all held within the structure. Calatrava was first commissioned to design the 
station in 1996, and was tasked with the seemingly impossible duty of replacing the existing station 
without disturbing the ongoing services and daily passage of 36,000 people. The result is stunning. As 
a British journalist wrote: “This is, quite simply, a beautiful building, easily one of the world’s finest. Its 
ethereal, transparent, filigree architecture suggests openness, a dissolving of boundaries, infinite 
horizons, speed, grace and ease: everything, in other words, that train travel should be. The way its 
canopies seem to ski down from the heights is masterly, suggesting designers in love with the idea of 
trains, stations and their rhythmical to and fro. This is the age of the high-speed train in Europe, and 
Calatrava has provided one of the era’s finest monuments, a station that is a destination in itself.” 
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Belgium and the Jewish World 

    Film “Children without a shadow” touches many h earts 
The film “Les enfants sans ombre” (Children without a 

shadow) directed by Bernard Balteau and produced by 

Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne was screened in 

September in Yad Vashem and in Beth Hatefusoth before 

packed audiences, in the presence of the director, the 

producer Luc Dardenne, Mrs. Andrée Geulen, Righteous 

among the Nations, ambassador Bénédicte Frankinet and 

former ambassador Danielle del Marmol. The film recounts 

the story of Prof. Shaul Harel, an Israeli pediatric 

neurologist, who was hidden at the age of 5, in Brussels, 

during World War II. He returns with his wife and daughters  

to his birth town to see the places where he  was hidden with other children and to meet Andrée Geulen 

who saved him. Asked after the screening why she risked her life to save Jewish children, Mrs. Geulen 

said: “I was a young teacher then. I saw children arriving with a star sewn on their coats. I made them take 

it off.  Then children started disappearing from the class. I heard they were sent to camps. It angered me. I 

was contacted by the Résistance and joined a network that hid the children, because I felt it was the right 

thing to do.” Asked why he accepted to produce the film, Yves Dardenne said: “We in Belgium have a duty 

to fulfill, because we bear a responsibility for what happened. It is important to keep these stories alive in 

our memories and also to show that there were Belgians who did not collaborate with the Nazis”. In 2007, 

Prof. Harel had organized, with the support of the Belgian Foreign Ministry, an international conference on 

“Children hidden in Belgium during the Holocaust” which was attended by about 300 people. 

     Painting stolen during the Holocaust returned to its owner 
An early 20th century painting of a young girl with her pet rabbit – “Jeune fille à la robe 

bleue” – by Belgian artist Anto Carte has been restored to its owner on December 1st at the 

Jewish Museum of Belgium, 69 years after it was stolen by the Nazis. The painting was 

created in 1932 and displayed at the family’s winter home in Ohain, Belgium, before being 

stolen. The child depicted in the portrait fled Brussels with her family during the Nazi 

occupation and survived the war in the Belgian countryside. The painting travelled the world 

before it was located in 2008 by the Art Loss Register and recovered by the US Immigration and Custom 

Enforcement. 

Prof. Shaul Harel with Mrs.Andrée Geulen 
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Economic relations 

Promoting investments in the Flemish region 

An official delegation from Belgium visited Israel between 30/11 and 6/12 in order to meet with Israeli 

companies and institutions that are interested in investing in the Flemish region of Belgium or that have the 

potential for such an investment. The participants included Mrs. Michela Ritondo, a tax expert from the 

Federal Ministry of Finance in Belgium and Mr. Luc Fabry, from Flanders Investment and Trade. The 

members of the delegation were escorted during their visit by Mr. Jacob Lempert, the Flemish Commercial 

Attaché at the Belgian Embassy. The delegation met with representatives of companies from various 

sectors, including high tech, pharmaceutics, finance, chemicals and more. The Israeli participants 

expressed a keen interest in the advantages of the Flemish region and its potential for their business both 

in Belgium and in Europe as a whole. 

Flemish company launches food supplement reducing cholesterol 

Innoceutics, a Flemish company that specializes in food supplements, has introduced Zerochol, its 

cholesterol-reducing food supplement, to the Israeli market. The product is being sold in Israel via the local 

pharmaceutical company, Trima. On December 9th, Trima organized an event for the official launching of 

Zerochol, in the presence of the Ambassador of Belgium, the Flemish Commercial Attaché at the Embassy 

and the Managing Director of Innoceutics. Many guests from the Israeli health establishment took part. For 

more information: www.zerochol.co.il, www.innoceutics.com 

Commercial mission of the Brussels capital and Walloon regions 

The Brussels capital region organized a multi-sector commercial mission in Israel on December 7-9. A 

dozen companies from the Brussels and Walloon regions held business meetings with potential Israeli 

partners. Very diverse sectors were represented: tourism, the treatment of water, light and sound, anti-

pollution filters for industry, legal counsel on intellectual property, animal food. Both the Israelis and the 

Belgians expressed great satisfaction with these contacts. 

 
Belgian cultural presence in Israel 

Belgian photojournalist presents photographs of Darfur 

On the occasion of the International Conference on Genocide Prevention organized by the Hartog School 

of Governance and Policy at the Tel Aviv University on November 17-18, the Belgian photojournalist Bruno 

Stevens was invited to attend the conference and present some of the photographs he took when he 
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travelled to Darfur between June and September 2004. The photographs were screened during an evening 

hosted by Ambassador Frankinet at her residence, before an audience of about 60 guests. In her opening 

remarks, the Ambassador said that “Belgium has always been proactive on the issue of genocide, 

promoting the idea of the responsibility of the international community to prevent genocide and war crimes”. 

After working more than 20 years in the music business, Bruno Stevens decided to become a 

photojournalist in 1998. He has travelled all over the world, focusing on the fate of civilian populations in 

tension and war zones. “I am addicted to telling a story about the place I happen to be in. In addition to 

taking the photos, I write notes and record voices”.  Two young Darfuri living in Israel spoke about their 

experience and showed video films they made about their life, with the help of young Tel-Aviv filmmakers 

who launched the “Active Vision” project aimed at helping refugee minors to express themselves through 

images. 

Two Belgian films screened in Israel. 

  “Le silence de Lorna” (Lorna’s silence), by the Dardenne brothers, which won the Best 

Screenplay award at the 2008 Cannes festival, currently runs in Tel Aviv and Raanana. 

The film, about an Albanian young woman who gets entangled in a scheme to become a 

Belgian citizen, combines social realism – a trademark of the Dardenne brothers – with a 

crime thriller plot. The film “Simon Konianski” by Belgian director Micha Wald, was screened at the Jewish 

film festival that took place at the Jerusalem cinémathèque in mid-december.  The film, which was released 

this year, tells the story of Simon who sets out to bury his deceased father in the latter’s native village in the 

Ukraine, accompanied by his uncle, his aunt, and his six-year old son. 

 
Educational relations 

Joint Belgian-Israeli project on urban mobility 

Israeli and Belgian students of architecture from the Technion 

and from St. Lucas Higher Institute of Architecture in Brussels, 

participated in two collaborative workshops on the theme of 

urban mobility planning. The idea behind the initiative was to 

give students and teachers of urban planning the opportunity to 

explore their interpretation of urban design in a cultural and 

political environment different from their own. Thus, the Israeli 

students were asked to study certain problems related to traffic 

and urban mobility in Brussels and propose solutions, while the 
Urban  planning in Brussels :  French architect 
Christian  de Portzamparc won an international 
competition  to revamp Brussel’s European quarter.  
Construction works will begin in mid-2011. 
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Belgian students had to do the same for Haifa. The students then made their presentations both at the 

Technion and at St. Lucas. The ambassador of Belgium, Bénédicte Frankinet, who participated in the 

concluding event at the Technion, spoke about “Brussels, capital of the European Union”. 

 

Zoom on Belgium 

Brussels – top 5th  business city in Europe 

In the 2009 European Cities Monitor report published by international real estate consultant Cushman & 

Wakefield , Brussels ranks 5th in the list of most attractive business locations in Europe. The Belgian capital 

gets best results for languages spoken, the availability of qualified staff and good access to markets, 

consumers and customers. The list is based on interviews with executives in charge of location for 500 of 

Europe’s largest companies. 

Maurice Béjart House opens in Brussels 

The Maurice Béjart house was officially opened in Brussels on November 

22nd. In 1960, Béjart founded in Brussels the Ballet of the 20th Century, 

the famous international company with which he travelled all over the 

world. Although he was born in Marseille and died in Lausanne, it was in 

Brussels where he spent more than 20 years, that Béjart introduced 

modern dance to the world. Situated in the loft where he lived and 

worked, the House is intended to keep alive the memory of the master’s 

work and to stimulate the development of dance in Belgium. It has 

archives, a small museum, an audiovisual department, an exhibition 

space and temporary accommodation for artists and choreographs who are passing through Brussels. 

Antwerp company makes diamonds sparkle twice as brightly 

The Antwerp company 3D Diamonds has developed a new cutting technique 

that produces a fantastic double sparkle in diamonds. A diamond cut using this 

technique is facetted not only on the top, but also on the underside, which 

makes it sparkle on both sides. The new cutting technique, nicknamed “Antwerp 

twins”, can be used on every existing model of diamond, from round to pear, 

oval or marquise, etc. This is what makes this cutting technique so revolutionary. 


