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The King Baudoin stadium in Brussels welcomed last September the world famous Irish rock band U2 

whose world tour started in June 2009 and will go on until the summer of 2011. Four Belgian 

companies teamed up to construct the spectacular stage and the transformable LED screen. The 

giant stage, a structure resembling a spider or a space ship, was created by Stage Co, a widely 

acclaimed international staging and event engineering innovator. Tait technologies was responsible 

for the innovative design of the transformable LED screen, while Barco was in charge of 

manufacturing the screen. XL Video provided the video technical crew and equipment. The same 

stage and effects are replicated in every city which will host the rock band, thus transforming the 

musical tour into a world tour for Belgian know-how and creativity. It should be noted that Barco is 

also active in Israel. Barco Electronics Systems, located in Rishon le Zion, is responsible for some 

major projects locally, involving displays, huge LED screens and other systems. 
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Belgium and the Jewish World 

A tribute to the Belgian rescuers of Jews 
 

The Forum of Jewish organizations in Belgium honored the Belgians who 

rescued Jews during the German occupation of Belgium in a special 

ceremony which took place in Antwerp on December 12th last year. The 

rescuers or their descendants  received medals from the Mayor of Antwerp, 

Patrick Janssens. Among the many guests present, was the daughter in law 

of Yvonne Nèvejean who, as head of the National Agency for Children during 

the war, created an immense network of hiding places for Jewish children. It 

is estimated that she helped save more than 4,000 children (she was granted 

the title of Righteous Among the nations in 1965). During the ceremony, a 

film was screened on Eugène Prince de Ligne who gave shelter to more than 

300 jews in his castle in Beloeil. The Bishop of Antwerp received a medal on 

behalf of all the Belgian priests and nuns who helped and hid Jews. The symbol chosen for the event was a 

heart, because all these rescuers chose to follow the voice of their heart, although many were risking their 

lives. 

 “The Holocaust in Belgium” in the Mémorial de la S hoah 
 

The “Mémorial de la Shoah” in Paris is organizing a series of lectures, screenings, get-togethers on the 

subject of “The Holocaust in Belgium”. The program will take place in the Mémorial in Paris on March 6th-

16th. Historians, film directors, witnesses, rescuers, museum curators will discuss the various aspects of the 

persecution and rescue of Jews in Belgium during WWII: the deportations, the attitudes of the Belgian 

authorities concerning the anti-Jewish legislation, the rescue operations, the acts of resistance---The full 

program can be viewed on http://www.memorialdelashoah.org/upload/medias/fr/prog_janv_mars2011.pdf 

 

 

The Caserne Dossin in Malines 
from which Jews were deported to 
the concentration camps. 
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    Economic relations 

Varied economic news 

About twenty representatives of Belgian companies took part 

in a trade mission  organized in November by the commercial 

section at the Embassy of Belgium. During three intensive 

days, the participants of the mission met with numerous Israeli 

businessmen, in order to introduce their products and services 

and establish contacts. A host of sectors were represented: 

chemicals, metals, construction, environment, cosmetics, high 

tech and more. Both Israeli and Belgian participants were highly positive about the quality and number of 

meetings. In 2010, Israel chaired the Kimberley process , a process set up a decade ago to prevent the 

illicit trade in conflict diamonds (rough diamonds used by rebel movements in Africa to finance their wars 

and undermine legitimate governments). As a major trading center of diamonds, Belgium – represented by 

the EU – participated in the international conference and plenary meeting and cooperated closely with the 

Israeli chairmanship on various issues related to the Process. The Liège airport as well as the cities of 

Liège and Antwerp participated in the Tourism Fair  which took place in Tel-Aviv on February 8-9. The 

Liège airport has lately been developing its activities in Israel with Jet Airfly low-cost passengers flights 

between Liège and Tel-Aviv as well as cargo flights by CAL Cargo Airlines. In 2010, exports from 

Belgium to Israel  have increased by 65% percent compared to 2009, the diamond sector representing 

about half of the exports. 

 

   ZOOM ON BELGIUM 

   POLICY AND POLITICS 

Belgium’s term as President of the Council of the European Union came to an end on December 31st. 2010 

and the torch was passed to Hungary. It was the 12th time that Belgium held the Council Presidency. As the 

Union was faced with numerous critical challenges, Belgium opted for a pragmatic approach: the program 

of the Presidency aimed to achieve the greatest possible concrete results in various high-priority fields of 
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action such as: climate, environment, energy, economic recovery, smooth cooperation between all the 

European institutions. To learn more about the past Belgian presidency, please consult www.eutrio.be 

As to internal politics, Belgians decided to mark the dubious milestone of being the country that’s gone the 

longest without a government with a revolution of their own: the “frites revolution”, a nod to Belgium’s 

famous fries and a wink to the Tunisian “Jasmine” revolution.  On February 17th, about 1500 people, mainly 

students, gathered in front of the city courthouse in Brussels and while fries and beer were freely 

distributed to passers-by, they demanded the formation of a government, more togetherness … and fries.  

CULTURE 

    Mons will be the cultural capital of Europe in 2015 

The Belgian city of Mons, capital of the province of 

Hainaut, has been designated as Cultural Capital of 

Europe in 2015, an honour it will share with the Czech 

city of Plzen. Three other Belgian cities have already 

been chosen as cultural capitals in the past: Antwerp in 

1993, Brussels in 2000 and Bruges in 2002. The theme 

running through the event will be “Mons, where 

technology meets culture”, which will showcase both the 

city’s ancient cultural heritage and its modernity as a 

center for state of the art digital technologies. The 

Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava (who designed the lyre-shaped suspension bridge at the entrance to 

Jerusalem) will design the new railway station, which will symbolize the bridge between old and new. 

Belgian is a master in floral design 

From the time he was a child living in the Belgian countryside, Daniel Ost knew 

he wanted to work with flowers. Today, at age 55, he is considered to be the 

world’s leading flower designer. His artistry is in demand by royalty (he creates 

the flower arrangements for the Belgian royal family), celebrities and 

corporations. In Japan, where flower arranging is a treasured art, Ost is revered 

as a superstar. Ost is known for his bouquets, centrepieces and also exuberant 

installations that resemble sculptures. Ost’s base of operations is a flower shop 

he started more than 20 years ago with his wife in his hometown of St. Niklaas. Five years ago, he opened 

another shop in a renovated art-nouveau building in the rue Royale in Brussels. Ost has three volumes of 

photographs called Leafing through flowers. 
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SCIENCE 

Belgium among top ten pharmaceutical countries 

With 26 pharmaceutical drugs to its name, Belgium is in the top 10 most innovative pharmaceutical 

countries. An international patent report conducted by the scientific journal Nature Reviews in November 

2010 ranked Belgium in 8th.position among countries who presented patents that led to drugs which were 

subsequently marketed in the US. The survey confirms that the prime concern of the pharmaceutical 

industry in Belgium is R&D, which employs nearly 5,000 workers, of which 3,400 are scientific researchers. 

Investments in the innovative bio pharmaceutical sector have reached about €670 million in 2010. 

New corrosion sensor – a breakthrough for aviation and medical world 

Two young researchers from the Free University of Brussels, Tom Breugelmans and Yves Van Ingelgem, 

have devised a new method to measure the corrosion of metal in a rapid, simple and reliable way. They 

use a technique whereby metal is exposed to an electrochemical signal in a conducting fluid, after which 

the response of the metal can be measured and a corrosion process – if there is one – be detected. It will 

thus be possible to predict, for example, the corrosion in buried pipelines, earthquake sensors, artificial 

organs, aircraft parts. The discovery has also a variety of uses in electronics. A new spin-off will soon be 

set up to commercialize the application. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ambassador visits Beer Sheva 

Ambassador Bénédicte Frankinet visited Beer Sheva on December 29th,. 
The visit started with a meeting with Professor Rivka Carmi, President of 
Ben Gurion University. The university is well-known for its outreach 
programs to the residents of the city and for promoting academic studies 
among the Bedouin population. Professor Carmi said that Ben Gurion 
University has become a pole of attraction for many foreign students and 
she expressed the wish to strengthen the ties with Belgian universities. The 
ambassador toured the campus and appreciated its lively atmosphere. The 
second part of the visit was dedicated to the city of Beer Sheva. Mayor 

Ruvik Danilovich spoke of his vision for the future of the city, reviewing the development projects his team 
is promoting, such as a high-tech industrial park and a tourist center. After a tour of the city, the 
Ambassador hosted a cocktail at the residence of Pierre Georlette, President of Belgique-Israel Friendship 
Association, where she met with Belgians living in the southern part of the country. (picture: Ambassador 
Frankinet offers Mayor Danilovich a book on Belgium). 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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INNOVATION 

Belgian designed Ice Watch is conquering the world 

 

This is not a Swatch, but an Ice Watch and it is the brainchild of Belgian designer Jean-Pierre Lutgen who 

conceived it in 2007. In three years, it has become an extraordinary success story with approximately 3 

million watches sold already all over the world. Though the watches are now made in China, the design, 

sales strategy and management are orchestrated from the company’s headquarters in Bastogne, the native 

city of Lutgen. “Change, you can” is the slogan of this brand, which in addition to being a watch is also a 

fashion accessory, available in a wide range of colours, from sober to flashy, to suit your outfit and mood of 

the day. Each watch is sold in a “Bebubic”, a polycarbonate packaging designed to be original, playful, 

reusable and useful. www.ice-watch.com 

 

ON FOOD AND DRINKS 

Antwerp is home to the best cheese shop in Europe 

The Wall Street Journal has recently chosen Michel Van Tricht 

& son, located in the Berchem district of Antwerp, as the best 

specialist cheese shop in Europe. The Antwerp shop toppled 

other famous competitors, such as two shops in Paris, one in 

Provence and one in Italy. Cheese affineurs Michel Van Tricht 

(who took over his father’s business) and his son Frédéric Van 

Tricht supply cheese to the finest restaurants in Belgium, 

Luxemburg, Ireland and the Netherlands. Each week, Michel 

visits the Rungis market in Paris where he expertly selects cheese from his suppliers. The pride of the shop 
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is its 11meter long cheese counter, where all the types of cheese are displayed. 

www.kaasmeestervantricht.be/kazen 

Belgian whisky acclaimed by foreign connoisseurs 

After the beers, now Belgian whisky is gaining a reputation among connoisseurs. With a 

score of 95.5% in the Whisky Bible 2011, the Belgian Owl, distilled by Etienne Bouillon 

from Fexhe-le-Haut-Clocher (Hesbaye) was chosen as “the European Single Cask 

Whisky of the year”. The Belgian Owl is made from Belgian ingredients, such as Harbey 

barley. www.belgianwhisky.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events 

 

The Semaine de la francophonie  will take place on the week of March 18-27. Belgium will 
participate in the inauguration event  which will be held on the roof of the French Institute on 
March 18 th at 12.30, with lots of Belgian “joie de vivre”: music, beer, frites, chocolate. The Belgian 
film “Une chaîne pour deux” by Frédéric Ledoux, a social comedy on economic downsizing in a 
bicycle factory, will be screened  on March 25 th at 19.00 in the French Institute. 

 

The Clematis ensemble  from Belgium will perform at the Gala Opening Concert of the Felicja 
Blumental International Music Festival on April 11, at the Tel-Aviv museum.  The ensemble was 
created in 2001 by violinist Stéphanie de Failly and concentrates on the lesser-known repertoire of 
the 17th. century. Under the title « Il regno d’amore », the ensemble (soprano, violins, viola di 
gamba, harpsichord, guitar) will perform works by Romero, Frescobaldi, Monteverdi, Rossi and 
others. 

 


