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Belgium has launched Europe’s first ever 
solar-powered train last June. The high-speed 
line running from Paris to Amsterdam passes 
Antwerp and a nearby ancient forest. To avoid 
the need to fell protected trees, a tunnel was 
built through which the train line passes. The 
roof of the 2.1 miles long tunnel has now been 
topped with 16,000 solar panels. 

The project was financed and carried out by a 
public-private consortium consisting of the 
Belgian rail management company Infrabel 
and Belgian renewable energy company 
Enfinity. The panels create enough electricity 
to power 4,000 trains a year, the equivalent of 
one full day of rail travel throughout the 
country, and provides 50% of the energy used 
to power Antwerp station. 

Due to its weather, Belgium may not appear 
the ideal candidate for solar energy, but with 
an average of 900 sun hours a year, the 
project remains viable. “There are good wine 
years and good solar years, explains Jurgen 
Van Damme, Head of Marketing at Enfinity. 
But on average, there is a stable sunshine 
over the years that can deliver enough 
electricity to have a good revenue with this 
installation”. 

The energy produced is not only greener, it is 
also about 30 percent cheaper. In recent 
years, the Flemish region has become an 
activity hub in the area of sustainable energy 
thanks to several factors: the policy of the 
Flemish government, entrepreneurship, 
technological developments and a supportive 
public opinion.  
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Belgium and the Jewish World 

Righteous among the Nations from Belgium honored in  Yad Vashem 
 

On November 3rd 2011, Yad Vashem held a 

ceremony honoring posthumously Mother Marie-

Véronique of Belgium as Righteous among the 

Nations. Mother Marie-Véronique, née Philomène 

Smeers, served as mother superior of the Sacred 

Heart of Mary convent in La Hulpe, Belgium from 

1929 until 1951. During the German occupation, 

she sheltered Jewish girls in the convent, rescuing 

them from deportation and death. Jacky Offen, a 

Belgian residing in Israel, who is a member of the 

Commission for the Designation of the Righteous among the Nations, says that the story of Mother Marie-

Véronique is “exceptional”: “She was awarded the title of Righteous on the basis of the testimonies of 

Simone Berman née Suzanne Najman and Ilse Fruhmer who were hidden in the convent. But we know that 

she hid many more girls, with the complicity of the other nuns. Through her, we also want to honour all the 

members of this community who risked their lives.” Sister Marie-Justine, who lived in the convent during 

that period and Sister Paule of the same convent received the medal and certificate in the name of the late 

mother superior. The ceremony was held in the Hall of Remembrance in the presence of ambassador 

Bénédicte Frankinet who spoke about the “universal lesson such stories teach us”: “The list of Righteous 

among the Nations from Belgium to date contains 1,584 names. We may pointedly ask ourselves whether 

the Nazi project would have followed its murderous course in our country if, instead of 1,500 Belgians, 

15,000 or 150,000 had made the same choice as Mother Marie-Véronique made». (in picture: Sister Paule, 

today Mother Superior of the convent, Sister Marie Justine who lived in the convent during the war, Bluma Eckstein, a relative of 

Suzanne Berman and Ambassador Frankinet). 

 

A poignant song in honor of “Mademoiselle” Andrée G eulen 

Difficult not to be moved to tears when listening to the song “Mademoiselle” written in honor of Andrée 

Geulen, Belgian Righteous among the Nations, on the occasion of her 90th birthday. The story of how this 

song was born is quite amazing.  The idea first popped into the head of Shaul Harel, now a retired 
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professor of Pediatric Neurology who, when he was a child in Brussels during the war, was hidden in a 

Belgian family thanks to the efforts of Andrée Geulen. Wondering what gift he could offer her for her 

birthday, he thought he would write her a poem. The words quickly tumbled and took shape in his mind and 

he asked his wife Dalia to transcribe them and put them into rhyming verse.  He then decided that this was 

not enough and that the poem should be set to music and be performed by his favorite singer, Keren 

Hadar. Keren immediately accepted and recommended that the music be written by composer Rafi 

Kadishzon. Rafi read the poem, liked it, accepted to compose the music and recommended Dan Almagor, 

a giant of Israeli popular culture, songwriter and master of words, to adjust the text to the music. All this 

occurred in the course of two weeks! The result of this brilliant idea and dedicated team work of top Israeli 

musicians is a beautiful song, now translated also into French and English, which has already reached 

30,000 listeners all over the world! 

   Between Belgium and Israel 

Belgian choir sings for peace  
 

The choir “La Clé des Chants” from Braine le Comte (a 

small Walloon village of 20,000 inhabitants in the 

province of Hainaut) was the guest of the Ramat 

Hanegev regional council last November. The choir 

gave three free concerts in Kibbutz Revivim and Kibbutz 

Nitzana which were attended by an enthusiastic 

audience of “kibbutznikim”. Directed by Jean Jadin, La 

Clé des Chants sang songs from all over the world, 

either separately or together with the choir of the 

Kibbutzim of the region. The mayor of Braine le Comte, Jean-Jacques Flahaut who accompanied the 

choir in their visit to Israel, spoke about the great contribution music can make in paving the way for 

peace. “We want these concerts to be peaceful interludes in this conflict ridden region”, he said.  

 

From Belgium to Kibbutz Mishmar Hanegev 

Kibbutz Mishmar Hanegev was founded in 1946. Among the founding 

members were about a dozen Belgian Jews who left Belgium 

immediately after World War II to participate in the building of the 

Jewish State. Ambassador Bénédicte Frankinet was the guest of the 

Kibbutz last December. In addition to visiting the various Kibbutz 
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installations, she spent much time listening to the heartbreaking stories of these pioneers, now in their 

eighties. Most of them were hidden in Belgium during the War and some lost their entire families. The 

“youngest” Belgian arrived in the Kibbutz thirty years ago. The son of a mixed couple, he wanted to 

discover the Jewish roots of his mother who had been hidden in Belgium during the Nazi occupation. 

So he came to the Kibbutz to learn Hebrew. There he met a young girl from Singapore, they married 

and stayed in the Kibbutz. You never know where life will lead you…. (in picture; Ambassador Frankinet with 

some of the Belgian Kibbutznikim). 

 

In the footsteps of Godefroy de Bouillon 

The small fort of Tel Azor, which lies on a hill at the 

junction of a side road with the road between Jaffa and 

Lod, was recently visited by Ambassador Frankinet and 

other staff from the Embassy.  What is the connection 

between this mound of ancient stones in the middle of 

nowhere and Belgium? The answer: Godefroy de 

Bouillon, the leader of the first Crusade. Born around 

1060 in Baisy (a city in the region of Brabant, in 

present-day Belgium) Godefroy de Bouillon, a highly motivated and devout Christian, set out for the 

Holy Land in 1096 in order to liberate the Holy Sepulcher from the Muslims. After conquering Jaffa, he 

marched on to Jerusalem. The story tells that since he required a convenient place for hosting his 

horses, he took over Tel Azor and transformed it into a cavalry fort – the first crusader fort to be built 

in the Holy Land. The Ambassador met members of the “Open Space” program of the Azor community 

center who are working on a project aimed at reconstructing and preserving this archaeological site 

and turning it into a tourist attraction. The castle-fortress of Bouillon in the town of Bouillon in the 

province of Luxemburg is one of the most ancient and interesting medieval castles in Belgium. 

Godefroy de Bouillon who inherited the castle in 1082 mortgaged it with the Archbishop of Liège in 

order to finance his expedition to the Holy Land.  

 

Belgian futuristic designers exhibit at Israel Muse um 

The work L’Artisan Electronique (in picture) by Antwerp based design studio “Unfold” 

is one of the exhibits in the “Curious Minds” exhibition currently running at the Israel 

Museum until April 30th.  The installation combines references to pottery, one of the 

oldest artisan techniques for making utilitarian objects, with new digital technologies. 

The virtual pottery wheel, realized by means of a 3D- scanner and digital design 
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software, allows users to “turn” their own ceramic objects without getting their hands dirty. The 

printing process imitates the traditional techique used by ceramicists, in which the form is built up by 

stacking coils of clay. The installation was designed by Claire Warnier and Dries Verbruggen,  the 

founders of “Unfold” studio in collaboration with designer Tim Knapen. The futuristic, innovative style 

of these Belgian designers was recently exposed in their work Kiosk  presented at the Milan Furniture 

fair – an installation depicting a scenario in which digital fabricators will populate our cities, printing 

desired products on the spot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Zoom on Belgium 

King Albert II swears in new government 

On December 6th 2011, King Albert II swore in Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo, his 12 cabinet ministers and six 

secretaries of state, thus ending 18 months of political deadlock.  Di Rupo leads a coalition of six parties: 

Socialists, Christian Democrats and Liberals from the French-speaking and Flemish regions.   Elio Di Rupo, 

the son of Italian immigrants, is Belgium’s first French-speaking Prime Minister in three decades and the 

first Socialist to take the premiership since 1974. Didier Reynders, who held the role of Finance Minister in 

the caretaker administration has swapped portfolios with Steven Vanackere and been appointed Foreign 

Minister. 

Liège – a candidate to host Expo 2017 

The city of Liège has presented its candidacy to host the 

international exhibition “Expo 2017”. The theme chosen for the  

exhibition “Connecting the World, Linking People” conveys both 

the global aspect of connnectivity (the technological revolution 

which brings about a far-reaching change in the way we live and interact), its human scope and also the 

I 

The Facebook contest launched by the Red Star Line 
Museum, as reported in our previous issues, has inspired 
readers to explore the identity of an unknown young 
passenger who sailed on the Red Star Line from Antwerp to 
the New World at the beginning of the 20th Century. The girl 
may not have been identified, but at least her photograph 
has triggered many imagined scenarios. Ten contest 
finalists were asked to tell her life story in a brief essay. Jill 
Barone who won the winning essay received a trip for two 
to Belgium for the official preopening of the Red Star Line 
Museum which will take place this year. 
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need to use these technologies for a better future.  The city of Liège (with a population of about 600,000) is 

the capital of the Walloon region, the French-speaking region in the south of Belgium. Over the past few 

years, major structuring projects have given a jump start to the transformation of Liège, turning it into a 

lively, cosmopolitan, welcoming city with very modern infrastructures and excellent tourists facilities. One 

other city has presented its candidature to this date: the city of Astana in Kazakhstan. You may vote for 

Liège on www.liege-expo2017.com 

Spotlight on Belgian cuisine and art de vivre 

Mark your calendars: 2012 has been declared the Year of Gastronomy in 

Brussels and Wallonia, the French-speaking region of Belgium. Beyond moules 

frites, Belgium is known to be a gastronomic destination. Brusselicious 2012 

promises to be a gourmet celebration which will highlight the quality and  

creativity of Belgian cuisine, through an array of original and fun events which we 

will not fail to inform you about.  

**** 

The Embassy of Belgium wishes its friends and readers a happy year 2012! 

 

 

Join the Embassy on Facebook  http://tinyurl.com/6d12pn5 

Upcoming events 

K’s choice, the legendary Belgian rock band, are back in Israel with their new acoustic album “Little 
Echoes”. After their huge success last year, they’ve decided to come back for one performance only 
which will take place on January 23 rd . at Gesher Theater , Tel Aviv. Hurry up to reserve your tickets 
(170-250 shekels) at www.ticketzone.co.il., 03-5660688. 

The second Tel Aviv Accessible Art Fair  will take place on February 12-16 at the Museum of 
Antiquities in Yaffo (10 Mifratz Shlomo Street). The idea to give  the public the opportunity to buy art 
works at very reasonable prices, while meeting the artists, was first launched by Belgian Stéphanie 
Attias in Brussels in 2007. The project has met with great success and today such “non elitist and non 
snob” fairs are organized in several European cities. A third of the works of art presented at the Tel 
Aviv Fair will be sold to the profit of Israeli social projects headed by the “Latet” Association. 


