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The ambassador and the staff of the Embassy of Belgium wishes 

its readers a very happy new year 2014 
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Belgian elections - Reminder to our Belgian readers 

   

The next federal elections in Belgium will most likely be held on 25 May 2014, in 



which case you can register to vote until 31 January 2014.  

  

You should have received by now an election registration form, which was sent 
to your address a few weeks ago. You will need to fill in, on the form, your 
election commune. Unlike previous elections (2003, 2007 and 2010), you no 
longer have a choice in which commune you will cast your vote. This is now 
decided by law. You will need to choose between one of five election options. 
In case you did not receive a form, please contact the Embassy as soon as 
possible. 

  

Voting is compulsory for each Belgian national who is registered at the Embassy, 
is at least 18 years old at the time of the federal elections and is not deprived 
of voting rights. For further details (in Dutch and French), please use the 
appropriate logo link.  

  

                                                                                                                              

           

FR: http://diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/Services/services_a_letranger/participation_aux_elections/ 

 

NL: 
http://diplomatie.belgium.be/nl/Diensten/Diensten_in_het_buitenland/Deelname_aan_verkiezingen 

 

   

Between Belgium and Israel 



  
  

Successful visit by Foreign 
Minister Didier Reynders 

Didier Reynders, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister of 
Belgium, visited Israel and the 
Palestinian territories last 
November. During his meeting 
with Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
a Memorandum of 
Understanding on political 
consultations was signed 
between the two countries. The 
Ministers agreed to hold yearly 
meetings on questions of 
common interest, as well as ad 

hoc meetings if necessary with the aim of developing further the friendly 
relations between Israel and Belgium. Minister Reynders, who met with 
important actors of the Israeli economic sector, announced his intention to 
organize a conference in Brussels which will examine the economic steps that 
might facilitate the road towards peace between Israel and the Palestinians, as 
part of the US Secretary of State’s current efforts towards reaching an 
agreement. 

  

Belgium grants support for the digitalization of information on the Belgian 
Righteous among the Nations. 

  

During his visit to Yad Vashem, Minister Didier Reynders announced the granting 
of  50,000 € for the Yad Vashem project to create a digital Information Center 
about the Righteous among the Nations. The information regarding the 
Righteous is nowadays held within thousands of files amassed over the years, 
containing testimonies, family documents, photos, etc. The Belgian contribution 
will enable to create a database on the 1,614 Belgian Righteous recognized to 
this date, scan the approximately 950 files currently available, and upload them 
on the Yad Vashem website. 

  

Cooperation agreement between Hadassah Hospital and the Institut Bordet in 
Brussels 

  

At the initiative of Professor Maurice Sosnowski, Head of the Anesthesiology 



Department at the Institut Bordet in Brussels, a cooperation agreement was 
signed between the Institut Bordet and the Sharett Institute at the Hadassah 
hospital which both specialize in cancer treatment and research. The twinning 
between the two institutions was launched a few months ago in Brussels in the 
presence of Laurette Onkelinx, Minister of Social Affairs and Public Health, and 
was ratified during Minister Reynder’s visit to Israel. The Belgian Foreign 
Ministry has granted the sum of 96,000 € for a joint project aiming at developing 
a cheap and efficient method to detect the genetic components of breast 
cancer. 

  

  

Ambassador Cornet d’Elzius honors Israeli winner of Queen Elisabeth 
competition 

  

Boris Giltburg, winner of 
this year’s Queen Elisabeth 
piano competition, recently 
gave a concert with the 
Israeli Chamber Orchestra 
at the Tel Aviv museum. 
Ambassador John Cornet 
d’Elzius seized this 
opportunity to invite the 
audience to join him in a 
toast during the 
intermission.  

The ambassador mentioned 
that the choice of Giltburg 

as winner was not only that of the jury but also that of the Belgian audiences 
who “were swept away by Giltburg’s rich and innovative talent”. Ambassador 
Cornet d’Elzius also recalled the special ties linking Queen Elisabeth, after 
whom the competition is named, to the Jewish people: her visit to Tel Aviv in 
1933 with her husband King Albert I (who was to die a year later) and the fact 
that she was granted the title of Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem 
for her efforts towards rescuing hundreds of Jews in Belgium during World War 
II.  

(picture from left: Ambassador Cornet d'Elzius, the pianist Boris Giltburg and staff of the 

Embassy, after the concert). 

  

Zoom on Belgium 



  

Belgium among top tourist destinations for 2014 

  

Lonely Planet, the famous travel guide, has ranked Belgium among the top 10 
tourist destinations for 2014, promising its readers "high emotions in Europe's 
underrated gem” , with picturesque cities and great museums. “The food and 
drink is a gustatory blast, the countryside flat and placid, the seaside 
surprisingly chic, while cultural treasures range from medieval masters to 
Tintin. From 2014, a huge influx of visitors is expected due to the 100th 
anniversary of the outbreak of WWI – a festival of remembrance lasting until 
2018 – which may change preconceptions. Belgo-newbies will find medieval 
towns where culture and gastronomy meet, with Gothic buildings, paintings by 
Breugel, Van Eyck and Magritte, canals and cool shops.” 

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/travel-tips-and-articles/lonely-planets-best-in-travel-2014-top-10-
countries  

  

  



 Belgium commemorates World War I 

  

The year 2014 marks the centenary of the 
start of World War I. This war had a profound 
impact on the history of Belgium and the 
whole world. Belgium played indeed an 
important role in the conflict, being a major 
scene of battle. Thousands of citizens became 
refugees, entire villages were leveled, over a 
million soldiers were wounded, killed or 
missing on Belgian soil. The memory of the 
Great War is etched into the landscape and 

cities of Flanders and upheld in many memorials and museums. "Poor little 
Belgium" earned the admiration of the world for the courageous resistance of its 
soldiers during the German invasion. It is fitting, therefore, that Belgium will 
play a central role in the centenary commemorations. These will include 
national commemorative ceremonies, exhibitions and many other events. For 
the program: www.be14-18.be; 

http://www.visitflanders.co.uk/discover/flanders-fields/ 

     

   

 Port of Antwerp wins European Heritage Award 

  

The port of Antwerp has won this year’s Award by the European Sea Ports 
Association for the city’s successful integration of its port into the 
community. It was the fifth time the ESPO award had been given. The prize was 
inaugurated in 2009 to promote innovative projects for the social integration of 
ports within the cities and communities where they are located.  

www.espo.be/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=452&Itemid=81 

  

     

European Film Awards for 
Belgium 

  

 Belgian actress Veerle Baetens 
won the European Film Award for 
Best Actress last december for her 
role in The Broken Circle 
Breakdown. Since its première at 
the Ghent Film Festival in 2012, 



the film has been showered with international awards and it has made the short 
list for the 2014 Oscar’s best foreign language film. Two other Belgian films won 
awards at the ceremony in Berlin: The prize for best short film went to Tom Van 
Avermaet’s Dood van een schaduw (Death of a Shadow), starring Matthias 
Schoenaerts. The European Film Award’s Young Audience Award went to Nono, 
het zigzagkind (The Zigzag Kid) by Flemish director Vincent Bal, based on a 
story by Israeli writer David Grossman.  

  

   

Interview with Sarah Haverbeke 

  

Belgians in Israel, Israelis in Belgium. Starting with this issue, we will bring you 
the personal story of a Belgian or an Israeli who will tell us how he or she 
experiences the other country, its people and its culture. 

  

Sarah Haverbeke was born and grew up in Hasselt, in the province of Limburg, 
Flanders. She specialized in child psychology at the Universities of Maastricht 
and Leuven. She has been living in Israel for the last 18 months with her 
husband who is doing his post-doc in physics at the Weizmann Institute. 

  

  

  

What brought you to Israel? 

  

My boyfriend then (who in the meantime became my husband) was looking for a 
place to do his post-doctorate. At the beginning, I was a bit surprised when he 
told me that he would try the Weizmann Institute. I had been to Israel before, 



as a tourist, but not he. Our relatives and friends weren’t much excited when 
they heard we would travel to Israel, which they associated, like many Belgians, 
with camels and bombs, you know a war zone in the middle of the desert. Since 
then, many of them have come to visit us, we’ve travelled with them all over 
the country and they’ve become enthusiastic. 

  

What do you do here? 

  

I work as a volunteer at the “Save a Child’s Heart” (SACH) Foundation which 
provides life-saving cardiac surgery (at the Wolfson Hospital in Holon) to 
children from all over the world who cannot be treated in their own countries. 
When I arrived, I looked for a job but soon realized that it would be very 
complicated to get a work permit since neither my husband nor me are Jewish. 
So, now I am every day at SACH, but without getting paid. 

  

Isn’t it frustrating to work on a voluntary basis given the fact that you are a 
professional psychologist? 

  

At the beginning, I felt a bit frustrated. But I love so much what I am doing! This 
is a very special place, working with children from all over the world, for 
example Tanzania, Ethiopia, Ghana, Romania. In fact, half of the children come 
from Gaza and the West Bank. Everybody is treated in the same way, and I am 
here to help anybody who needs me. SACH made me feel at home. 

  

Do the skills you acquired as a psychologist help you in your work at SACH? 

  

I am the only psychologist in the organization, and in fact the team is very 
happy to have me as a counsellor. Of course, the psychological aspects are very 
important. Having heart surgery is scary; coming to the other side of the world 
for heart surgery is still more scary both for the child and for his mother. Often, 
children as young as 5-6 come alone, without their parents. It is important to 
create a safe environment for them. They need a fixed person whom they can 
talk to. True, we cannot communicate in Swahili, Arabic, Hebrew (although I 
did go to a summer Ulpan, so I can understand some Hebrew). So we do it 
through non verbal signs, and it works! 

  

What exactly do you do? 

  

I go to collect the children at the airport, I accompany them to their 
appointments with the doctors, I prepare them emotionally for surgery, and 



then when they are back at the children’s home for recovery after surgery, I am 
there too. Some of them stay a few months, and you create a strong connection 
to the children. It’s heartbreaking when they leave. The whole children house 
cries! But of course, it’s also a moment of joy, since they are going back healthy 
to their country to be reunited with their families. 

  

What do you like and what do you dislike about Israel? 

  

I like the weather, the landscapes, the culture. We travelled a lot in the 
country. People here are very open. We managed to make friends, mainly at the 
Weizmann Institute and among the Belgian community here. There’s a different 
rhythm, everything is more hectic and less organized. It is something we are not 
used to in Belgium. I like the directness (but not the rudeness). Sometimes, I 
tell my husband in the evening: “Today, I was Israeli”, meaning I did or said 
something I would probably not dare do or say in Belgium! 

  

What are your plans after you leave Israel? 

  

We don't know yet. If we don't find job opportunities in Belgium, we'll probably 
look for new challenges in a new country. 

  

More on "Save a child's heart:  www.saveachildsheart.org 

  

  
For Embassy activities and events, follow us on the Facebook 

page of the Embassy of Belgium 

 
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Embassy-of-Belgium-in-Tel-Aviv/296723953677532 
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