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This was a very special Belgian National Day. On July 21st, more than 300 guests came to celebrate the event at the Sharon 
Beach in Herzliya. Belgians, friends of Belgium, members of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of the diplomatic corps, all  
gathered under the “Stella Artois” parasols, in a yellow-red-black décor which blended perfectly with the natural surroundings. 
They arrived at twilight, as the Telavivian heat was beginning to subside and stayed well after sunset. They were greeted by 
Ambassador Bénédicte Frankinet to the sounds of Belgian musical hits, and went on to meet friends and enjoy Belgian culinary 
specialties: there was plenty of beer of course, the inevitable “frites”, and also delicious cheese croquettes, an asparagus salad 
(“asperges à la flamande”), all prepared under the supervision of Chef Michael Katz from Jerusalem.  And for dessert,  
sumptuous chocolate parfaits and a chocolate fountain provided by the Belgian company “Belcolade”.  A tricky quiz, consisting 
of four questions having to do with the couple Belgium-Israel were distributed to the guests who eagerly participated in the 
hope of winning a return ticket Tel-Aviv – Brussels, graciously offered by Brussels Airlines.  The happy winner was Denise 
Elmaleh who retired last year after 40 years as secretary to successive Belgian ambassadors.  A perfect final note to the 
evening. See you next year! 
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Belgium and the Jewish World 

Castle of Jamoigne to pay tribute to rescuers of Je wish children during WWII 
 

Between 1943 and 1945, 87 Jewish children from Brussels 

and Antwerp were hidden in the castle of Jamoigne, in the 

Belgian province of Luxemburg. All of them were saved. The 

castle which is currently being renovated will serve as the 

main seat of the municipality and also as a memorial site. It 

will house a permanent exhibition which will tell the story of 

the place and will be dedicated to the theme of Jewish 

children which were hidden during the Holocaust. 

The story of the castle is well known in Belgium and some books have been written on it. Originally owned 

by a Catholic order, it was acquired in 1941 by Queen Elisabeth who transformed it into a home for children 

whose parents were in prison. It was to become also a haven for Jewish children. In his book “Saving the 

Jews, amazing stories of men and women who defied the final solution”, Mordechai Paldiel brings the 

testimonies of a few hidden children, now adults, who reminisce about that period: “Before lights were 

turned off at bedtime, recalls one of them, Mrs Taquet, the administrator of the house, made a habit of 

making the rounds of the bunks and giving every child a small kiss. In this enclosure, we did not feel that 

we were persecuted, we felt safe in the midst of the other children”. Mr and Mrs Taquet as well as seven 

other staff members of the Château were awarded the title of Righteous among the Nations in 1988. 

Bernard Caprasse, Governor of the Province of Luxemburg, visited Israel at the beginning of July, in order 

to establish a partnership with Yad Vashem whose experience and knowledge will be most helpful in 

mounting the exhibition at the Castle. His visit coincided with a seminar for teachers from Belgium which is 

organized every year by Yad Vashem in collaboration with the Province of Luxemburg MERCI foundation 

which is dedicated to promoting the values of responsible citizenship. 

 
Belgian cultural presence in Israel 
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A few Belgian artists participated in some of the events 

that have become popular milestones in Israel’s cultural 

scene. Five Belgian productions or co-productions were 

included in this year’s Jerusalem Film Festival, among 

them the film “Bullhead” , directed by Michael Roskam, 

which has received much critical praise since it was 

launched this year at the Berlin International Film 

Festival, and won two awards at the International Thriller 

Film Festival in Beaune, France. Belgian stage director 

Guy Joosten gave a master class at the International 

Opera Summer Program in Yafo and was much 

appreciated by singers and audience alike.  Another 

important yearly rendez-vous, the Opera in the Park  

featured Belgian bass singer Tijl Faveyts  in the role of 

Sarastro in Mozart’s “The Magic Flute”, a role which 

launched off his international career when he sang it in 

Toronto in 2004. Street artists Luis Polet and Obêtre  

participated in the EU street art festival which marked the end of the design season in Holon. Their project 

titled “Les Lilliputiens” consisted in wrapping up passers-by, then making dummies out of their silhouettes 

and hanging them around the Holon Museum of Design (in picture). Finally, soul singer and DJ N8N (alias 

Nathan Ambach) gave a lively performance at the Rothschild 12 bar which was packed full of youngsters 

who danced to the sounds of his funk rock music until the early hours of morning. 

   . 

Economic relations 

Belgian lawfirm opens a branch in Tel Aviv 

ULYS, a Belgian lawfirm specializing in Media, Telecom, New Technologies, Intellectual Property and 

Entertainment has established an office in Tel Aviv this spring. The company has its headquarters in 

Brussels and Paris. Dedicated to innovation, it has developed strong Israeli connections over the years, 

actively promoting economic exchanges between the EU and Israel, assisting EU companies doing 

business in Israel and Israeli businesses investing in the EU. In 2010, Israel was the third largest market for 

Ulys in terms of revenues and number of clients. A member of Ulys will be based permanently in Tel Aviv 

and will be assisted by a local team of legal and paralegal staff. It will be the only specialized French 
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speaking firm established locally in France, Belgium and Israel, an important advantage considering that 

the French speaking community here is very large. 

Brussels Company trains Israeli exporters of cosmet ics  

Obelis  is an international company based in Brussels which specializes in assisting non-European 

manufacturers in the field of medical devices and cosmetics to comply to EU regulations so as to be able to 

penetrate the European market. Following the decision by the Israeli Ministry of Health to adopt new EU 

directives in the field of cosmetics, the Israeli branch of Obelis, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health 

and the Chamber of Commerce of Tel Aviv, has conducted a series of successful seminars in May-June. 

The participants – Israeli manufacturers and exporters of cosmetics – expressed  their satisfaction with the 

seminars that will help them greatly in conforming with  EU requirements. 

 

ZOOM ON BELGIUM 

   Innovation 

15 years old Belgian wins third prize at prestigiou s inventors’ competition 

15 years old Célestin de Wergifosse came third at the famous 2011 

Lépine competition for inventors. This competition was created in Paris in 

1901 and has since launched many prize-winning inventions such as the 

vacuum cleaner, the ballpoint pen, contact lenses, the dishwasher…The 

young Belgian’s invention: a mobile and ecological generator which 

supplies electricity without emitting CO2, thanks to the installation of solar 

panels, a wind pump and dynamo. For Célestin de Wergifosse, this is not the first award. He has already 

won the silver medal in the “Leonardo da Vinci” prize awarded by the Association of European Inventors 

and has been named “Best young inventor 2010” by the World Intelllectual Property Organization. 

   Education 

Belgian students are world champions in diplomacy t hird time in a row 

A Belgian student team took home its third gold medal in a row at the 20th edition of the World Model 

United Nations Conference, which was held in Singapore in March of this year. A total of 2,200 students 

from 270 universities of more than 65 countries participated in this official world championship in 
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diplomacy. Debates and negociations were held on major international events, according to the UN rules, 

in an international setting with delegations coming from around the world. The Belgian team was made up 

of skilled members of various Belgian universities. They took first place thanks to their sound reasoning 

talents, their in depth dossier knowledge, their language skills and the quality and structure of their 

arguments. 

Architecture 

    Renovated old soap factory wins award 
 Developed by the Centre Public d’Action 

Sociale in Brussels and designed by Belgian 

architectural company MDW Arhcitecture, the 

“Savonnerie Heymans complex” won the 

prestigious MIPIM Awards 2011 in the 

“Residential Developments” category last 

March. On the site of an old soap factory 

located in the center of Brussels, the social 

housing project designed by MDW 

Architecture creates a real “village” of 42 

sustainable accomodations of different types including studios, 1 to 6-bedroom apartments, lofts, duplexes 

and maisonettes. Units feature bioclimatic loggias composed of foldable glass panels providing an effective 

acoustical and thermal barrier, but also a sense of privacy. All accomodations have very low energy 

consumption. The project was praised as “an excellent example of the integration of the principles of 

sustainable development within a creative contemporary architecture”.  

Tourism 

The Ardennes – the perfect holiday treat 

The online version of the magazine “Masa Acher” 

 recently  published an article on the  מסע אחר 

Ardennes, the stretch of land situated at the south-

eastern part of Belgium. With its lush landscape 

and vast wooded areas, the Ardennes is a 

paradise for lovers of nature. It is also, says the 

magazine, the perfect destination for families 

traveling with children because of the many 
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attractions, varied accomodation possibilities – country houses, guesthouses, hotels, camping sites -  

sports facilities (cycling, fishing…), charming villages and friendliness of its inhabitants.  You may find more 

practical information on the Ardennes in http://www.belgium.be/en/about_belgium/tourism/the_ardennes/. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality of life 

Belgium – a good country for mothers 

On Mothers’ day this year, the NGO “Save the Children” compiled an index of countries offering 

the best conditions for a woman to become a mother. Amongst the 164 countries listed, 

Belgium was ranked in 8th place. The criteria used to determine this classification mainly concerned 

indicators relating to healthcare, education, poverty rate and inclusion of women in the society. 

 

 

I 

Who can identify this Red Star Line passenger?  

As we informed you in our previous issue, the “Red Star 
Line” is seeking information on emigrants who boarded 
the ships of the company in Antwerp on their journey from 
Europe to a new life in America. Although millions traveled 
on the Red Star Line, the image of a young girl holding an 
envelope labeled “Red Star Line. Saint John, N.B. May 
1905” has inspired an international search for her identity.  
The Red Star Line Museum offers those who participate 
the chance to win a trip for 2 to Antwerp.  Keep track of 
the search at www.redstarline.org and help in the search 
on Facebook . 

Upcoming events 

The animated film “The Smurfs”  will be released in Israel on August 4.  The Smurfs (“Les 
Schtroumpfs” in French) were created in 1958 by Belgian cartoonist Peyo for a Belgian series 
of comic books. Originally intended to be secondary characters, these miniature villagers, 
known for their blue skin and small statures, have become stars all over the world. 

The Belgian Street Artists group “The Primitives”  will perform the street show “Wash it” at the 
Bat Yam Street Theatre Festival  which will take place on August 23-25.  

A Belgian team will participate in the European Wheelchair Basketball Championship  which 
will be hosted by Israel on September 16-18 . A Belgian day will be organized on this occasion. 

Four Belgian films have been invited to the program of the Haifa International Film Festival 
which will take place on October 13-22 (details will follow closer to the date). 

The Belgian film A pas de loup  directed by Olivier Ringer will open the Tel Aviv International  
Children’s Film Festival  which will take place on October 26-30 .  


