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Word from the Ambassador 

We are happy to launch the first issue of 

“News from Belgium”, the newsletter of the 

Embassy of Belgium in Israel. 

Our aim is to bring Belgium closer to you, 

by giving you updated information on its 

culture, economy, way of life, while 

highlighting the links between Belgium and 

Israel. 

We wish you a pleasant reading and 

welcome your comments and suggestions. 

 

Bénédicte Frankinet 

The Brussels authorities have decided that 2009 will be the year of the comic strip. A logical 
choice since this city, home to some of the most famous comic strip artists in the past and 
present, and cradle of many legends surrounding the Ninth Art, also houses the Belgian Comic 
Strip Center which will celebrate its twentieth anniversary this year.  This will offer the perfect 
opportunity to celebrate the Ninth Art, with exhibitions, events, mural drawings, and other 
special installations 
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Belgium and the Jewish World 

Restoring the victims of the Holocaust their face a nd dignity 

“Mechelen-Auschwitz 1942-1944, the destruction of the Jews 

and Gypsies from Belgium”, published by the Jewish Museum of 

Deportation and Resistance, is an impressive and moving 

compendium consisting of four trilingual books in Dutch, French 

and English and comprising 18.522 portraits of Jews and 

Gypsies who were deported from Belgium during WWII. The fist 

book describes the context and background from which these 

photographs originate, while the second and third book display 

all archival materials. The fourth volume recounts the numerous individual stories these 

pictures relate, substantiated by official records and personal testimonies. The result of 13 

years of archival research, this collection is a powerful homage to those Jews and Gypsies 

living in Belgium who lost their lives during the Holocaust. The books can be ordered at the 

Jewish Museum for Deportation and Resistance: jmdv@telenet.be. 

 

Memory cobblestones placed in Belgian Cities 

 

The first memory cobblestones bearing the names 

of Jews who were deported from Belgium to the 

concentration camps have been placed in Brussels, 

Anderlecht and Schaerbeek last May in the 

presence of the families of the victims, officials from 

the Jewish Community and other Belgian 

personalities. The cobblestones, which are placed 

in front of the entrance of the victim’s last dwelling, 

are brass plates on concrete cubes that are 

embedded in the pavement, so as to create “stumbling blocks” and catch the eye of passers-by. 

On each plate are engraved the name of the victim, some information about the life and the 

place of assassination. The project was launched in Germany in 1995 by the German sculptor 

Gunter Demnig, in order to “allow remembrance to take place where ostracism began”. 
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Belgian Cultural Presence in Israel 

Artist  David Claerbout praised at “Sounds and Visions” exh ibition  

As a tribute to the centennial anniversary of Tel-Aviv, the 

countries of the European Union organized an exhibition of 

video art works at the Tel Aviv museum of Art, which 

featured some of the most renowned European video artists. 

Belgium was represented by the artist David Claerbout and 

his work “Sections of a happy moment” – a 30 minute 

sequence showing people playing ball in a courtyard. The 

work was highly praised by art critics, such as Smadar Sheffi 

in Ha’aretz: “Claerbout’s work is original in that it does not evoke moodiness and despair, which 

seems to be the current trend in this form of art. The relation he builds up between image and 

time stands somewhere between film and photography. His work displays great unity of form 

and content and his treatment of characters is not subservient to a message, a particular aim or 

an act of protest.”.David Claerbout’s works have already been exhibited in the Herzliya 

Museum of Modern Art and in other venues in Israel. 

 

Film director Thierry Michel in Sderot film festiva l 

Belgian documentary director Thierry Michel was named guest of honor at the 8th annual 

Cinema South Festival which took place on June 7-11 in Sderot and attended a mini-

retrospective event for his films, which have mostly portrayed Africa and the effects of 

colonialism. Among the films which were screened:“Katanga Business”, a voyage in the heart 

of the mining province of Congo ( in the presence of Ambassador Frankinet), Mobutu, king of 

Zaire”, “Congo River” and “Iran, veiled appearances”, a film which offers a complex look at the 

many levels of Iranian society. 

 

A scene from the film by 
Thierry Michel  “Iran, veiled 
appearances” which was 
screened at the Cinema 
South Festival in Sderot. 
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Economic Relations 

Belgian company Zetes selected as partner for Israe li Electronic ID 
Card Project 

The Israeli Ministry of Interior has selected the consortium led by Hewlett Packard for the 

“Telem “ tender to produce the Israeli e-ID cards. HP has partnered with Zetes, Gemalto and 

Pitkit estimated at approximately 68 million dollars. The project aims for a very secure 

electronic ID document and the Israeli authorities have drafted complex and detailed project 

specifications. Zetes will feature as the know-how partner of prime contractor HP, and will 

supervise the complete production and personalization of the cards. Zetes has won various 

people ID projects over recent years. The Israeli deal is the first eID card project outside the EU 

and a “proof that Zetes is a world leader in the field of people ID”, said Alan Wirtz, CEO of 

Zetes. 

 
Educational Relations 

Grant recipient students share their Belgian experi ence 

About 20 Israeli students who were granted 

scholarships to study in Belgian universities 

over the past few years attended a 

reception at the ambassador’s residence 

last May. “Each student who returns with 

good memories from Belgium is the best 

ambassador of Belgium in Israel”, said 

Ambassador Frankinet. Every year, the 

French-speaking community of Belgium, 

Wallonia-Brussels and the Flemish 

Community grant scholarships to Israeli students who wish to follow a summer course in 

French or to pursue their academic studies for a limited period of time in a Belgian university. 
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ZOOM ON BELGIUM 

Belgium elected member of the Human Rights Council 

On May 12, the UN General Assembly in New York elected Belgium as a member of the 

Human Rights Council. The mandate will cover a three-year period (2009-2012). It confirms 

Belgium’s expertise and credibility in this domain and its firm commitment to human rights 

around the world. 

Belgian cities in the limelight 

The city of Antwerp is included in this 

year’s Lonely Planet list of the ten 

most interesting cities to visit, and its 

recently renovated Antwerp Central 

Station has been rated one of the 

most beautiful in the world. Ghent  

comes third in a global ranking of the 

most authentic historical destinations 

in the new edition of theNational 

Geographic Traveler Magazine. The 

jury’s comments on Ghent: “an 

interesting range of cultural 

experiences: churches, medieval castles, and rich painting collections, well preserved and 

presented.” 

FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATIONS 

JOBI CELEBRATES LAG BAOMER IN HAYARKON PARK 

In keeping with a longstanding tradition, the JOBI (Jeunes originaires de 

Belgique) organized the second Israeli “Lag Baomer Sports day”, a 

sports gathering which is celebrated every year (since the 1930’s!), by 

Jewish youth movements in Belgium. The event which took place in 

Hayarkon Park attracted more than 300 people. The “graduates” of the 

four Belgian Zionist youth movements competed against each other in 

what has become the flagship games of this event: le béret, le creeks, le tir à la corde, le 

drapeau liégeois. The victory cup was given by Ambassador Frankinet to the happy winning 

team: the Bne Akiva. 

Antwerp Central Station 


