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The theme of Shanghai 2010 expo is “Better City, Better Life”, a plea for a new urban policy 
which will improve our life in the cities of the future. Belgium has responded to the challenge by 
building a pavilion that is partly constructed of recyclable materials and whose roof is covered 
with 1,100m2 of solar panels. The interior houses the Brain Cell (neuron), a key concept in the 
Belgian/European pavilion illustrating the important role of science in the development of our 
society and symbolizing the complex, global nature of our world. The pavilion showcases 
Belgium’s acknowledged expertise in chemistry, biotechnology, biopharmaceuticals, sustainable 
development by presenting innovative projects such as the Princess Elisabeth Polar Station and 
“Solar Impulse”, the first airplane to be powered by solar energy. Belgium’s typical produce is 
highlighted too. Around 20,000 chocolates are distributed every day, the beer stand offers over 
20 different Belgian beers and in the “Belgian Essence” restaurant, 12 Michelin-starred chefs 
take turns in preparing the finest food you may dream of. So when in Shanghai, do not forget to 
visit the Belgian pavilion, you might even win some diamonds at the diamonds corner! 
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   Belgium and the Jewish World 

Yad Vashem honors Belgian Baroness as Righteous amo ng the Nations 
 

The family of Baroness Gisèle Van der Straten Waillet from 

Belgium and Holocaust survivor Joseph Fruhauf and his 

family gathered at Yad Vashem on June 10th for an 

emotional ceremony, where the baroness was posthumously 

recognized as Righteous among the Nations for rescuing Lily 

Fruhauf and her children, Joseph and Lea, by hiding them in 

her estate in southern Belgium. The Fruhauf family had lived 

in Antwerp and Lily’s husband was arrested by the Nazis and 

deported to Auschwitz in September 1942. Lily and her 

children remained at the Baroness’ home from the end of 

1942 until September 1944. The Baroness passed away in 

1950. She was recognized a Righteous among the Nations 

in November 2009. For the list of Belgian Righteous among the Nations as of January 1st 2010: 

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/pdf/virtial_wall/belgium.pdf 

As every year, the Belgian Embassy also paid tribute to the Belgian Righteous among the Nations. 

Ambassador Frankinet hosted a reception at her residence on May 4th, which was attended by about 50 

people. The speakers were Mr. Sally Zajfman and Mr. Sylvain Brachfeld from the OBI, Mr. Pierre Georlette 

from the Amitiés Belgique-Israël and Mrs. Odile Namia-Cohen, principal of the Lycée franco-israélien 

Raymond Leven, who is doing a research on the Belgian Righteous. 

    Belgian Foreign Minister visits Auschwitz  
During his official visit to Poland, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Steven Vanackere visited the concentration camp of 

Auschwitz-Birkenau on June 7th. He laid a wreath at the death wall 

where thousands of people were shot by the Nazis, and visited the 

Belgian pavilion, where a newly installed software enables the visitor to 

retrieve the names and photographs of 18,500 Jews and Gypsies who 

were deported from Belgium to Auschwitz. Mr. Vanackere also held a 

meeting with the director of the Auschwitz museum who thanked his Foreign Minister Steven Vanackere in 
Auschwitz   ©  Philippe Bourguet 

Baroness Eliane van der Straten and Baroness 
Gaëtane van der Stegen receive the certificate  on 
behalf of the late Baroness Gisèle van der Straten  
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guest for the decision of the Belgian government to make a financial contribution to the renovation and 

conservation program of Auschwitz. 

 

   Political Relations 

    Belgian Foreign Minister in Israel 
 

As part of a working tour in the region, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Foreign Affairs Steven Vanackere made a 

visit to Israel on May 17-18. He met with President Shimon 

Peres, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Avigdor Lieberman and Leader of the 

Opposition Tsipi Livni. Mr. Vanackere also visited the Yad 

Vashem museum where he laid a wreath at the Hall of 

Remembrance and where he also met two Belgians-Israelis 

who had been hidden in Belgium during the Nazi occupation. 

 

   
   Economic Relations 

Ambassador Frankinet calls upon Israeli business co mmunity to invest in “the 

gateway to Europe” 

Speaking at the sixth annual convention of the Israeli Purchasing and Logistics Managers Association 

which took place in Herzlyia on June 15th, Ambassador Bénédicte Frankinet said that Belgium is the ideal 

location from which to conquer the European market. She listed some of the key reasons for selecting 

Belgium as a “launching pad”: its location at the heart of Europe, its highly skilled workforce, its highly 

developed transport network, its many seaports, the increasing importance of Liège airport, Flanders’ 

assets as one of the best distribution centers of Europe, and more. 

 

  

Steven Vanackere and  Benjamin Netanyahu  © Benoît 
Doppagne 
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   Educational Relations 

Embarking on joint projects between Flemish and Isr aeli Universities 

Eight top academics from Flemish 

universities, among them the Rectors of the 

University of Antwerp, Ghent University and 

KU Leuven, came on a working visit to Israel 

on May 22-24. They met with the Rectors and 

other professional staff of the Hebrew 

University, the University of Tel Aviv, the 

University of Haifa, the Technion and with the 

President of the Weizmann Insititute. The aim 

of the visit was to engage Israeli academics in 

scientific projects with direct relevance to 

society. The Israeli and Flemish rectors discussed the possibility of creating independent platforms in 

Belgium to facilitate cooperation between Israeli, Palestinian and Flemish universities in topics such as: 

support for citizens suffering from traumatic experiences, conflict management, water resources 

management and education. 

 

Ruppin Academic Center honors one of the heroes of Operation Moses 

The Ruppin Academic Center, which is strongly 

committed to the social integration of the Ethiopian 

Community, bestowed  its annual honorary fellowship 

to Belgian businessman Georges Gutelman. The 

award ceremony, which took place on June 8th at the 

Center in the presence of Ambassador Frankinet and 

many distinguished guests, brought to light Mr. 

Gutelman’s daring actions in the secretive “Operation 

Moses” which flew more than 8,000 Ethiopian Jews 

from refugee camps in Sudan to Israel in 1984. Mr.  

Gutelman who owned the aviation company “Trans European Airways” agreed that his fleet be used for this 

rescue operation. He let into the secret then Minister of Justice Jean Gol, Gol informed Prime Minister 

The rectors and academics from Flemish Universities with the President of 
the Weizmann  Institute, Daniel Zajfman, and ambassador Bénédicte 
Frankinet 

Georges Gutelman with students of the Ruppin  Academic Center 
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Wilfried Martens who gave Gutelman the authorization to use the route Khartoum- Brussels-Tel Aviv for the 

operation. http://www.haaretz.com/magazine/week-s-end/the-makings-of-history-operation-georges-1.295453 

Grant recipient students share their Belgian experi ence 

Israeli students who were granted scholarships to study at Belgian universities over the past few years and 

this year’s grant holders met at a reception at the ambassador’s residence on June 17th. “Each student who 

returns with good memories from Belgium is the best ambassador of Belgium in Israel” said the 

Ambassador. Every year the French-speaking community of Belgium, Wallonia-Brussels and the Flemish 

Community grant scholarships to Israeli students who wish to follow a summer course in French or to 

pursue their academic studies for a limited period of time in a Belgian University. For more details: 

http://www.diplomatie.be/telaviv/default.asp?id=33&mnu=33 

 

 

 

 

    
     

 

 

    Belgian cultural presence in Israel 

Belgium’s contribution to the local cultural scene has been significant in the past few months with many 

Belgian artists making their presence felt in a wide range of cultural fields. K’s Choice, the famous Belgian 

rock band from Antwerp, gave two concerts at the Barbi Club in Tel Aviv in May. Their success was such 

that the organizers are bringing the group for two more shows in September (see upcoming events). The 

Belgian film “Kill the referees” was screened at the Docaviv Film Festival (a most relevant subject just 

before the World Cup!), and was followed by a a panel on sports films, in the presence of one of the 

filmmakers. Five films by five Belgian cinema students were screened at the International Student Film 

festival in Tel Aviv.  

 

After 42 years at the Embassy, having served as 
secretary to 13 Belgian ambassadors, Denise Elmaleh 
is retiring. Ambassador Bénédicte Frankinet hosted a 
reception in her honor which was attended by her long-
time friends and colleagues. The Ambassador read 
letters written by former ambassadors who all praised 
her kindness, diligence and serene efficiency. In 
recognition of her loyal services to the Belgian State, 
she was awarded by the Ambassador the decoration of 
“Chevalier de l’Ordre de la Couronne”. The team at the 
Embassy wishes her lots of joy and success in the 
many new projects she’s undertaking (learning Spanish, 
painting, Jewish philosophy…). 
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The works of Nicolas Provost, a renowned visual 

artist who graduated from the Royal Academy of Fine 

Arts in Ghent and now works in Brussels, were 

screened at the video art program of the Bat Yam 

Museum of Contemporary Art. Paintings of  Jean-

Pierre Lorand, one of the world’s leading naïve 

artists, were exhibited at Gina, the Gallery of 

International Naïve Art in Tel Aviv, between April and 

June together with the works of the Argentine painter 

Eduardo Ungar.  Born in 1933 in Valenciennes,  

Belgium, Lorand began his artistic career in 1977 and is a self-taught artist who has exhibited in his native 

country, as well as in Canad, France, Switzerland, the US. “Composing well-balanced pieces with charm 

and delicacy, Lorand paints frozen moments in time with peaceful precision that soothes the eye” (from the 

catalogue). 

 
   FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATIONS CORNER 

   OBI hosts Belgian lawyers 

 
A group of 77 lawyers from the “Jeune Barreau 

Francophone de Bruxelles” visited Israel in May. 

They toured the country from north to south, were 

hosted by the Bar Associations in Jerusalem and Tel 

Aviv, by Ambassador Frankinet, by Consul General 

Geert Cockx as well as by the OBI (Former Belgians 

in Israel. They met with a judge from the Supreme 

Court and with many of their counterparts, Israeli as 

well as Palestinian lawyers.  

 

     

 

Jean-Pierre Lorand “Ladies  on the Coast”, 2008.  Courtesy  of 
GINA Gallery of International Naïve Art 

Part of the group of lawyers in the Zajfmans’ garden in Jerusalem , 
enjoying the  jovial Belgian-Israeli atmosphere 
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    JOBI  celebrates  Lag Baomer  sports  day 
On May 28th. more than 300 youngsters (and less young) met at Park Hayarkon 

for the traditional “Lag Baomer Sports Day”, a sports event that has been 

celebrated every year (since the 1930’s!) by Jewish youth movements in 

Belgium and which the JOBI (Jeunes originaires de Belgique) have 

“transplanted” in Israel for the third consecutive year now. The representatives 

of the various youth movements competed fiercely in the typical games of the 

tournament: le kriegs, le drapeau liégeois, le béret, le tir à la corde. The winner 

was the Bnei Akiva team who proudly received the victory trophy from 

Ambassador Bénédicte Frankinet. 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Don’t miss Erev Gala Ball, the biggest party ever for Belgians which will take 
place on Wednesday, July 21 st. at Gag Ha’olam (Azrieli Tower)  on the 
occasion of Belgium’s National Day. For details and tickets, please call Ms. 
Isabelle Bazini, 050-8803116. www.erevgalaball.com, erevgalaball@hotmail.com 

 

• The first Tel Aviv Accessible Art Fair  will take place on September 2-8  at the 
Gebo Art Space: America House (35 Shaul Hamelekh, Tel Aviv). Accessible Art  
provides the public with the opportunity to buy art and design, at reasonable 
prices, directly from emerging and established artists. The first accessible art fair 
was organized in Brussels in 2007. In 2009, it attracted already more than 3,000 
art lovers. Six out of the 10 artists who will participate in the Tel Aviv fair are 
Belgians and a special Belgium night under the auspices of the Embassy is 
scheduled for September 5 th. www.accessibleartfair.com 

• K’s Choice will be back at Barbi Club on September 14 th and 15 th. 

• Renowned Belgian dancer and choreographer Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui will present 
his Eastman project at the Suzanne Dellal Center, on October 25 th and 26 th.  


