
 

   Newsletter of the Embassy of Belgium in Israel    June 2012 

 

       

 

If you still haven’t made up your mind about where to spend your summer-

autumn holidays, Belgium may be your choice. Often referred to as “the best 

kept secret in Europe”, it is very diverse geographically and culturally, 

despite its small size. Flanders, in the north, a flatland criss-crossed by 

canals, is home to famous medieval towns - Antwerp, Bruges and Ghent - 

that have preserved their ancient heritage and cultural richness. Wallonia, in 

the south, with the lush landscape of the Ardennes, its caves and numerous 

castles, is well suited for families who are looking for nature holidays. In-

between lies bustling Brussels. And still we have said nothing of the 

excellent cuisine and unique range of beers… Have a nice summer!  
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Belgium and the Jewish World 

Belgian Prime Minister calls on youth to fight against racism 

Belgian Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo visited the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp on 

May 8th as part of an international memorial ceremony commemorating Nazi Germany’s 

surrender. Mr. Di Rupo flew from Belgium, accompanied by Mr. Sobol, an Auschwitz survivor 

living in Belgium, 26 young Belgians and an important delegation comprising ministers, 

members of parliament and leaders of Jewish and Resistance fighters’ organizations. In the 

camp, the Prime Minister met 

with a thousand young people 

– 720 from Belgium and 280 

from other European countries 

– who had set off three days 

earlier on a special train which 

took them from Schaerbeek 

station in Brussels to 

Auschwitz. As chairman of the 

Task Force on Holocaust 

Education, Remembrance and 

Research, Belgium took this 

“train of thousand” initiative in remembrance of the 25,000 Jews who were deported from 

Belgium to Auschwitz. Elio Di Rupo warned against the threat of rising anti-Semitism and 

extremism in times of economic crisis, and addressing the crowd of youngsters, he said: “Our 

hopes are with you. In this place which symbolizes fanatic hatred, you stand for a pacific and 

fraternal future. We rely on you and we trust you will take up the relentless fight against all 

forms of racism”. (picture: Belgian Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo in Auschwitz © Bernadette Mergaerts). 

Righteous honored at residence of Ambassador 

As every year, the Belgian Ambassador hosted a reception in honor of the Belgian Righteous 

among the Nations on May 15th, this time in the presence of Ambassador Jan Deboutte who, 

in his capacity as chairman of the ITF, came to Israel to meet with Israeli officials and 

historians from Yad Vashem and research institutes. The reception was attended by about a 

hundred guests. Ambassador Frankinet said it was “heart warming to see every year the 
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extended family of guests gathering at the Embassy for this occasion”. She read the names of 

the 28 Belgians who have been recognized as Righteous by Yad Vashem since last year. 

 

Between Belgium and Israel 

Minister President of the Government of Flanders 

visits Israel 

Kris Peeters, the Minister President of the Government of 

Flanders visited Israel and the Palestinian territories on June 3-

5. In addition to his political staff, the MP was accompanied by a 

commercial and an academic delegation. Mr. Peeters met with 

Minister of Industry, Trade and Labour Shalom Simhon, Minister 

of Water and Energy Uzi Landau and Deputy Foreign Minister 

Danny Ayalon. He visited the Yad Vashem museum and the 

Weizmann Institute. Together with the Flemish businessmen 

who accompanied him, he had important meetings with senior representatives of the Israeli 

business community. He participated in a roundtable with leading Israeli companies from the 

gas sector and also visited the headquarters of “Better Place”, an Israeli company which 

develops infrastructure for electric cars. (in picture: Kris Peeters planting a tree at the Kennedy Memorial 

in Jerusalem). 

Belgian and Israeli academics ponder on Belgium 

Belgium has long puzzled political scientists. This small 

country in the heart of Europe has made an unusual 

journey from a unitary State to a multi-layered federal 

system, whose subtleties are somewhat difficult to 

grasp by the uninitiated. In order to understand better 

the Belgian political model and its relevance within a 

European perspective, the Embassy of Belgium and Dr. 

Sharon Pardo, Director of the Center for the Study of European Politics and Society at Ben-

Gurion University, organized a seminar titled “Belgium at crossroads” which took place at Tel 

Aviv University on May 30th. What are the dilemmas of contemporary Belgian federalism? 

How can cleavages between the Flemish and French-speaking communities be overcome? Is 
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the Belgian State on the verge of splitting up? These are some of the questions that were 

tackled by Prof. Bruno de Wever (Ghent University), Prof. Philippe Van Parijs (UCL; Louvain-

la-Neuve), Prof. Astrid von Bukesist (Sciences Po, Paris) and Prof. Elie Barnavi (Tel-Aviv 

University). No clear-cut answers were reached of course. One thing seems sure though: 

Belgium is still very much alive and kicking and will probably continue to puzzle scholars and 

laymen alike for quite a while. 

Entrepreneur from Brussels named honorary fellow of Hebrew 

University 

Robert Cohen-Skalli is an innovative entrepreneur who has established highly 

beneficial new market opportunities in the wine-making and food industries in 

Europe. He is also a governor of the Hebrew University and a leader of its 

Belgian Friends Association. He was conferred the title of “Honorary Fellow of 

the Hebrew University” during a ceremony that took place at the University on June 11 “in 

recognition of his inspiring leadership and his many efforts on behalf of the University”. 

Among his many initiatives in favour of the Hebrew University, Mr. Cohen-Skalli has given his 

assistance to the development of the Belgian Optogenetics Laboratory Center at the Safra 

Center for Brain Sciences and to the renovation of the Belgium Faculty Club at the Givat Ram 

campus. 

Tintin in the land of Israel 

Belgium’s most famous young reporter Tintin can now add Israel to his many destinations 

around the globe. Indeed, the Mediathèque in Holon, together with the Belgian Embassy, held 

a seminar devoted to Tintin and his creator Hergé on May 10th at the Mediathèque. The day-

long event was moderated by Michel Kichka, an illustrator and cartoonist who immigrated 

from Belgium in his twenties and is now a lecturer in visual arts at the Bezalel Academy of 

Arts. The seminar featured Belgian experts on Tintin and a panel of Israeli comic artists. 

Among the subjects that were discussed: the lawsuit against Tintin in Congo (or the 

controversial question of so-called “racism” in the book), Hergé’s “clear line” technique, the 

challenges of translating Tintin in Hebrew and much more. The atmosphere was jovial, as 

befits such an endearing object of study, and the audience was very pleased. So were the 

schoolchildren from Holon who were invited by the Embassy to watch Spielberg’s recent film 

“The adventures of Tintin”, at the end of the seminar. 
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Israeli lion Danny finds safe haven in Belgium 

Five years ago, a triplet of lions were born in the Safari in Ramat Gan. They were given the 

names of three popular Israeli TV journalists: Danny, Yakov and Micki. Danny’s life soon 

became unbearable because he was not strong enough to confront the dominant males. 

There were lots of fights between him and his brother Yakov and his life was endangered. A 

solution had to be found. Pairi Daiza is a big zoological park, located in Brugelette, in the 

province of Hainaut. Zoologists from the Safari contacted their 

colleagues in Belgium and it was decided to move Danny away 

from the Safari to Pairi Daiza. For several weeks, he was 

trained to enter into the crate that was specially built for him. 

On the day of departure, he willingly entered the crate, was 

safely enclosed, transported to the airport and flown to 

Belgium on a cargo plane. The director of the Belgian zoo 

arrived to Israel to see Danny off, accompanied by a TV crew. 

Danny is adapting well to his new home and feels much 

happier with the three Dutch lionesses who form his new group. We wish him a long life and 

many descendants. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNVAIJ9qZNI&feature=youtu.be; 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R67Nk7XZ_EI&feature=youtu.be (in picture: Danny, looking a bit sad, before 

leaving Israel…). 

Zap Mama at the Sunbeat Musical Festival 

The Belgian band Zap Mama, led by Belgian-Congolese Marie Daulne, 

was the headliner at the annual Sunbeat Music Festival which took 

place on June 16th at Kibbutz Alonim in Lower Galilee. In an interview 

with Daulne published in the Jerusalem Post on the occasion of her first 

visit to Israel, David Brinn writes: “Alternating between musical 

storytelling and an evocative form of non-verbal creative expression 

using the tonality of the human voice, Daulne has become a staple of the world music front 

over the last two decades. She blends African and European cultural influences into a 

polyphonic music pastiche that encompasses everything from tribal chants and hip hop to 

rhyth& blues and jazz”.  http://www.jpost.com/ArtsAndCulture/Music/Article.aspx?id=273824 
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Zoom on Belgium 

Belgium in top five list of innovators in Europe 

The European Commission is keeping a close eye on the innovation efforts of its 27 member 

states. Belgium is a strong performer in the field of innovation, ranking 5th behind Sweden, 

Denmark, Germany and Finland. Belgium scores well with regard to scientific publications and 

the level of education. Small and medium enterprises in particular score well above the 

European average in respect to innovation. Other importants assets: the availability of 

venture capital and the structure and transparency of scientific research. 

Belgian mathematician wins prestigious Crafoord Prize 

Belgian Professor Jean Bourgain, 57, was awarded the prestigious Crafoord Prize for 

Mathematics last May. The prize is awarded anually by the Swedish Royal Academy of 

Sciences and is considered to be “the Nobel of Mathematics”. Prof. Bourgain was honored for 

his ground-breaking work on number theories and differential equations. Jean Bourgain was 

born in Ostend and at the age of 23 became Doctor of Mathematics at the Free University of 

Brussels. He then moved to the US and is currently one of the eight permanent lecturers at 

the highly regarded School of Mathematics at Princeton University. Prof. Bourgain won a 

number of awards before the Crafoord, notably the Fields medal, known as the “International 

Medal for Outstanding Discoveries in Mathematics” which he received in 1994. 

Belgian designer Raf Simons named Dior’s artistic director 

The illustrious fashion house Christian Dior named Raf 

Simons its artistic director last April, seven months after 

it dismissed the flamboyant John Galliano for making 

drunken anti-Semitic remarks in a Paris bar. Simons, 44, 

grew up in the Belgian town of Neerpelt, in the province 

of Limburg.  He was greatly inspired by the “Antwerp 

Six”, a group of avant-garde Belgian designers who 

became famous in the 80’s, establishing Antwerp as a 

notable center for revolutionary fashion design. Raf 

Simons was appointed creative director of Jil Sander in 

2005 where he became famous for his trendsetting 
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minimalistic designs. Dior released a statement wherein it praised Simon as “one of the 

greatest current talents” and said he will “inspire and propel into the 21st Century the style 

carried on by Dior since its creation in 1946. The fashion world is all abuzz over Simon’s first 

Dior collection which will be shown during Couture Week in July. (in picture: Raf Simons bottom 

right and some of his creations). 

 Olympic games – a Belgian perspective 

As we prepare for the London Olympics, a reminder of a chapter of 

Olympic history may be of interest. Did you know that the 1920 

Olympic Games were awarded to Antwerp as a tribute to the Belgian 

people for the suffering they had endured during World War I ? 

(Budapest, which had initially been selected to host the Games was 

ruled out because the  Austo-Hungarian Empire had been a German 

ally). It was during these games that the Olympic flag was raised for 

the first time. For the first time too, the Olympic oath was taken by 

an athlete on behalf of all competitors and doves were released as a 

symbol of peace. And back to our times: as part of London’s Olympic celebrations, the 

Underground Map has been redesigned for the duration of the Games, with each of the 361 

stations named after an Olympic star. Belgian tennis player Justine Henin has been allocated 

a station on the Tennis Line (also known as the Northern Line), between the Serena Williams 

and the Michael Stitch stations. Don’t get lost… 

Upcoming events 

• The OBI is organizing its first National Meeting of Belgian Survivors of the 

Shoah who live in Israel. The meeting will take place on Tuesday, July 3rd at 

14h30 at Yad Lebanim in Tel Aviv. Ambassador Frankinet will make introductory 
remarks. 

• The Jerusalem Film Festival (5-14 July) will feature two Belgian Films: La 
folie Almayer by Chantal Akerman and the short film Sundays by Valéry 
Rosier. http://www.jff.org.il/ 

• The Israeli “Or & Oran” Dance Theater Company will present a joint production 
of Israel and Belgium, “Project R”, at the Suzanne Dellal Center on July 29th. 

This stage and video project centers on the feelings of foreign dancers living in 
Brussels. www.orandoran.com  


