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Do you feel like having dinner in the sky? It is not a wild dream: a restaurant 

suspended above the city is one of the highlights of Brusselicious 2012 – Brussels 

year-long food festival. Just imagine a 22 person dining space, with a Michelin-

starred chef in the middle, suspended high in the sky from a towering crane, with 

guests strapping on safety belts before being allowed to nibble the hors d’oeuvre. 

Each week during the month of June, this floating restaurant will move to a different 

emblematic site in Brussels, accompanied by a different celebrity chef. The price is 

expected to be sky high too, around 150 € pp. So if you have a less extravagant 

taste, you may still enjoy an array of enticing gastronomic events. The “Brussels 

Food Tramway” will drive you through the most beautiful parts of the city, while you 

will be served an haute-cuisine meal created by two-star Michelin chefs. In July, 

Bruxelles Les Bains (“Brussels beach”) will be a fun venue with one enormous dining 

table for hundreds of people laid out with succulent mussels and plates piled high 

with “frites”. There will be a “Brussels Wine Week” and a beer festival and a “slow 

food week” celebrating biodiversity and lots of other fun events. So come and enjoy! 

http://visitbrussels.be/bitc/BE_en/brusselicious.do 
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Belgium and the Jewish World 

Belgium takes over the chairmanship of the Task Force for International 

Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research 

 

During a ceremony that took place at the Belgian Embassy in Berlin on March 6th, the 

Chairmanship of the Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust Education, 

Remembrance and Research was transferred from the Netherlands to Belgium. 

Ambassador Jan Deboutte who will be heading the Belgian presidency said that “we have to 

fight against the ignorance, lack of awareness and huge gaps of knowledge surrounding the 

Holocaust”. Belgium has been actively involved in the work of the ITF since it joined the 

organization in 2005, as part of its 

unwavering commitment to perpetuate the 

memory of the Holocaust, fight against anti-

Semitism and enhance the values of human 

rights and human dignity that the 

perpetrators of the Holocaust sought to 

destroy. The Belgian one-year presidency 

program will carry on the work achieved by 

the Dutch presidency and will strive to 

elaborate a multiannual plan focusing on four main topics: 1. encouraging research on the 

“killing sites” – sites which were not concentration camps and where mass executions took 

place; 2. elaborating guidelines for “Holocaust Memorial Days”; 3. carrying out a research 

project to evaluate the impact of educational programs concerning the Holocaust; 4. ensuring 

a better access to archives. In addition to the overall Chairmanship program, there will be a 

series of events related to the Memory of the Holocaust:  the “train of 1000” with which 

pupils and students will travel to Auschwitz in May, the official inauguration of the Kazerne 

Dossin Museum in Mechelen in September, the inauguration of the renovated château de 

Faing where Jewish children were hidden during the war. Representatives of the three 

communities in Belgium will actively participate in all the working groups and will organize 

the two plenary meetings which will take place in June in Mechelen (the Flemish Community) 

and in December in Liège (the French-speaking and German-speaking Communities). 

(picture: Belgian Ambassador Jan Deboutte (right) being handed over the Presidency by 

Dutch Ambassador Karel De Beer. © Mercedes Debeyne) 
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Between Belgium and Israel 

Joining forces for medical research 

A delegation from Hadassah Belgium, composed of eight professors of medicine, came on a 

first mission to Israel last January in order to launch a twinning process between the 

Sharett Institute in Hadassah and the Institut Jules Bordet in Belgium which both 

specialize in cancer treatment and research. The twinning between the two institutions will be 

finalized in the coming weeks and joint research projects in breast cancer and hematology 

are to start soon. Other fruitful collaborations were set off during the visit between the 

members of the Belgian scientific committee and their Israeli colleagues, especially in the 

fields of genetics and cardiology. In addition, four distinguished Belgian professors in the field 

of neuropediatrics participated in the 18th Mediterranean Meeting of Child Neurology 

which took place at Ein Bokek on March 18-22, organized by Profs. Shaul Harel and Shlomi 

Constantini from Israel.   

Belgian-Israeli partnership in the field of equal employment opportunities 

Jozef de Witte, the director of the Belgian Center for Equal Opportunities and Opposition to 

Racism has travelled six times to Israel over the past year to share his experience and 

expertise with his Israeli counterparts at the Israeli Equal Employment Opportunities 

Commission. His visits were part of a “twinning project” between the EU and Israel 

concerning the fight against discriminations in job opportunities. The project focused mainly 

on job opportunities for the Arab population, the ultra-orthodox community and handicapped 

persons. The Israeli members of the Commission were also hosted in Brussels. A seminar on 

the benefits of this twinning project took place in Brussels on March 26th with the 

participation of EU and Israeli representatives. 

Bringing together Israeli and European young diplomats 

On February 29 Ambassador Frankinet hosted the monthly policy talk of the Israeli-European 

Young Diplomats Forum, an initiative of the Israeli Council on Foreign Relations. The talk 

titled “The Euro Crisis – an Israeli perspective on a Global Social, Economic and Political 

Challenge” brought together Israeli and European diplomats as well as representatives from 

the public and private sector to discuss the impact of the Eurocrisis on the Israeli Economy. 

After the presentations by the panellists (Andrew Standley, EU Ambassador to Israel, Avi 
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Primor, President of the Israel Council on Foreign Relations, Guy Rolnik, Chief Editor of the 

Marker, Dan Catarivas, Israel Manufacturing Associations and Prof. Sussman, Director of the 

Research Department at the Bank of Israel) participants continued an informal discussion 

over glasses of crisis-immune Belgian beer. 

Football for peace 

Four Belgian youngsters, all university graduates who share a passion for football and a 

strong social commitment, came to Israel in February as part of their “World of Football” 

project. Their aim is to produce written and video chronicles which will bring to light the 

beneficial role of football in children’s development and well-being all over the world. They 

met with representatives of 

organizations which use football 

as a tool for social change and 

coexistence between people 

(such as the Peres Center for 

Peace and Mifalot). They then 

proceeded to make a short 

documentary film which they 

called “Play in peace” on Israeli 

and Palestinian girls who 

participate in the Peres Center 

“twin peace soccer school” 

project. The project aims at 

bringing together girls from 

Kiryat Gat and Yatta (near Hebron) who love football and make them play in mixed Israeli-

Palestinian teams. After Israel, the four young men continued on their world tour to Jordan, 

Rwanda, South Africa…All their documentary films will be shown on Belgian TV during the 

Euro Cup games this summer. The Association is supported by the International Peace and 

Sport Organization and by various educational institutions in Belgium. (picture: the four 

filmmakers and part of the girls’ team) 
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Liège Airport at Tel Aviv Tourism Market 

Liège Airport was present, for the second consecutive year, at the International 

Mediterranean Tourism Market which took place in Tel Aviv in February. In recent years, 

Liège airport has steadily expanded its activities with Israel: Israeli company CAL owns a 

cargo terminal in Liège airport since 1996 and in 2008 El Al cargo also decided to concentrate 

its cargo plane activities in Liège. As for passengers, JetAirfly operates a low-cost regular 

flight between Liège and Tel Aviv which is very popular. In addition to providing information 

to the many visitors at the stand, the representatives of Liège Airport had many fruitful 

contacts with Israeli travel agents and tour operators.  

French « à l’honneur »  

 

As every year, Belgium actively participated in the “month of the Francophonie” 

celebrating the French language and the diversity of the francophone countries. At the 

official inauguration on March 9 at the French Institute, the 

Belgian stand  with Belgian flags, frites and beer, drew 

many visitors. Professor Philippe Van Parijs, who holds 

the Hoover Chair of economic and social ethics at the 

University of Louvain, gave a lecture on “Linguistic Justice” 

at a two-day conference organized by Bar Ilan University on 

“The teaching of foreign languages in a multicultural society 

– what place for French?”. Ambassador Frankinet hosted a 

reception at her residence in honor of the participants, 

which was attended also by many Israeli academicians. 

Finally some of the best Belgian advertising clips were 

screened among others at the Tel-Aviv cinémathèque during 

the Nuit des Publivores (the night of the “adeaters”), an event which has become one 

of the highlights of the publicity world around the globe: a night when people can enjoy 

the most hilarious, shocking, monstrous, glorious, publicity ads they have ever 

seen.(picture: Ambassador Frankinet at the Belgian stand) 
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Second edition of the Accesible Art Fair in Tel Aviv 

Ambassador Frankinet inaugurated the second Tel Aviv Accessible Art Fair at the Museum of 

Antiquities in Yaffo on 12 February. Works of Belgian artists George Brandstatter and Garnter 

have been exhibited among other artists. The idea to give the public the opportunity to buy 

art works at very reasonable prices, while meeting artists, was first launched by Belgian 

Stéphanie Attias in Brussels in 2007. The project has met with great success and today such 

“non elitist and non-snob’ fairs are organized in several European cities. A third of the works 

of art presented at the Tel Aviv Fair were sold to the profit of Israeli social projects headed by 

the “Latet” Association. 

 

First ever graphic novel of Michel Kichka 

Belgian-Israeli cartoonist Michel Kichka is proud to present his first 

ever graphic novel, titled « Deuxième Génération- Ce que je n’ai pas 

dit à mon père » (Second Generation – What I didn’t tell my father). 

The novel touches upon youth and adulthood in the shadow of the 

Shoah. Michel Kichka will soon present his book in Tel Aviv and we will 

keep you posted as soon as we have fixed a date for this event. In the 

meanwhile, his novel is also featured daily in the Belgian newspaper 

“Le Soir”. 

 

An original Purim interlude 

Michèle Baczynsky roams the streets of Brussels, especially in the working-class 

neighborhoods, an accordion on her back and trailing a small red 

suitcase behind her, full of percussion instruments, marionettes, 

books, etc. She is a singer-storyteller who performs in nursery 

schools and  other venues, telling stories she has written, 

accompanying them with music and acting. “I want to arouse the 

children’s curiosity and give them something other than the silly, 

precooked cartoons they watch on TV”. She gave a taste of her 

trade at the Ambassador’s residence on Purim when she read  

“Une cuisinière au paradis” (“a cook in paradise”), whetting the 

appetite of her (grown-up) spectators who had to wait patiently 

until the end of her enticing reading, when they were offered canapés and petits-fours … 
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Zoom on Belgium 

Charting the globe 

The next time you ask your GPS which way to turn, give a thought to Gerardus Mercator 

(1512-1594) who mapped the heavens and the earth from his study in Louvain. On March 4th 

Prince Philippe and Princess Mathilde of Belgium attended festivities to mark the 500th 

aniversary of Mercator’s birth in his native village of Rupelmonde, West Flanders. Educated at 

the University of Louvain, Gerard de 

Cremer (Mercator is his latinized name) 

became one of the most illustrious 

cartographers and cosmographers of all 

times. He produced his first map – of 

Palestine – at the age of 25, and his 

first world map a year later. Many 

more followed. He devised a new 

system for producting relatively 

inexpensive world globes. Many of his techniques are still used today. He was charged with 

heresy in 1544 on the basis of his sympathy for Protestant beliefs and spent seven months in 

jail before the charges were dropped. Mercator is best known for his “projection world map”, 

which shows the world in parallel longitude and latitude lines and which proved very useful to 

navigators enabling them to sail across the ocean on approximately straight paths. The 

Mercator museum in St. Niklaas houses the groundbreaking maps and globes of this 

fascinating Renaissance discoverer. (picture: world map by Mercator) 

Charlotte Brontë – the Belgian connection 

 A story by Charlotte Brontë,  the author of “Jane Eyre” , which was 

recently discovered in Belgium, was published in the March edition of the 

“London Review of Books”. The short tale, written in French and titled 

“L’ingratitude” was written in 1842 by Brontë as a homework assignment 

for her French teacher, Constantin Heger. The manuscript was discovered in 

the Musée Royal de Mariemont by Brussels-based architect Brian Bracken 

while he was researching on a book about Heger. In February 1842, Charlotte and Emily 
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Brontë, then aged 25 and 23, travelled to Brussels to complete their education. They boarded 

at a pensionnat run by Claire Parent whose husband, Constantin Heger, taught the two young 

ladies French literature. He gave his pupils “devoirs” based on the authors they had studied 

in class. “L’ingratitude”, which is about a rat who leaves the life of the city for the woods, is 

based on the fables of La Fontaine. The sisters left Brussels in November 1842 but Charlotte, 

who had fallen in love with Heger, returned for a short while in January 1843 to become an 

English teacher at the pensionnat. “I returned to Brussels…prompted by what then seemed 

an irresistible impulse”, she would write years later. 

Belgian company to supply the doors for the athletes’ village in London  

 

The Belgian firm Theuma from Bekkevoort (Flemish Brabant) is supplying all the doors for the 

athletes’ village at the Olympic Games in London this summer. The contract involves 25,000 

doors, all FSC labelled (The Forest Stewardship Council is an international non-profit 

organization which promotes responsible management of the world’s forests).  Indeed, the 

organizers of the London Olympics have decided to make these games “green” and have 

therefore imposed very strict quality standards on all the materials being used. For the doors, 

for example, only wood from legal and sustainable sources is allowed. The Theuma door-

making company had to undergo a rigorous quality audit before it was selected as an 

Olympic-approved door supplier.  Theuma is one of the leading manufacturers of wooden 

interior doors and steel and timber door frames in Europe.The Belgian firm Theuma from 

Bekkevoort (Flemish Brabant) is supplying all the doors for the athletes’ village at the 

Olympic Games in London this summer. The contract involves 25,000 doors, all FSC labelled 

(The Forest Stewardship Council is an international non-profit organization which promotes 

responsible management of the world’s forests).  Indeed, the organizers of the London 

Olympics have decided to make these games “green” and have therefore imposed very strict 

quality standards on all the materials being used. For the doors, for example, only wood from 

legal and sustainable sources is allowed. The Theuma door-making company had to undergo 

a rigorous quality audit before it was selected as an Olympic-approved door supplier.  

Theuma is one of the leading manufacturers of wooden interior doors and steel and timber 

door frames in Europe. 
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Upcoming events 

 

• The film Epilogue by Belgian filmmaker Mano Lanssens will participate in the 
international competition at the Doc Aviv Festival. The film follows a woman 
with terminal cancer as she spends her last months at home, surrounded by 
her family. The film received a special mention from the International Jury at 
“Visions du réel” in Nyon. 

• A seminar titled “Tintin – from Hergé to Spielberg” will take place on May 
10th, at the Holon Médiathèque. Many specialists of Tintin will participate, 
among them Michel Kichka, the Belgian-Israeli cartoonist and teacher at 
Bezalel, Uri Fink, the translator of the Tintin series into Hebrew, Yirmi Pinkus, 
comics writer and teacher at Shenkar College, Daniel Couvreur, cultural 
journalist at “Le Soir” and others. Films will be shown and panel discussions 
will take place with students and artists. 

• It’s the violinists’ turn this year at the Queen Elisabeth competition which 
happens also to celebrate its 75th anniversary. The spring of 2012 will see the 
unveiling of a number of projects linked to the anniversary, such as the 
streaming of performances by many of the players and laureates, both audio 
and video on the QE competition new website (as of April). So lovers of music, 
stay tuned between April 30th and June 14th!  

• The complex dynamics of Belgian political history will be on the menu of an 
academic session organized by Tel Aviv University and Ben Gurion University 
on 30 May. Belgian professors Bruno De Wever, Philippe Van Parijs and Astrid 
von Busekist will debate with Israeli experts. More information to follow as the 
event approaches.  


