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Between 1873 and 1934, the legendary shipping company “Red Star Line” carried more than two million 
emigrants from the port of Antwerp on their journey to a new life in America and Canada. They came from 
across Europe, many of them were Jews from Eastern Europe, and Antwerp was their last stop on the 
European soil. Among the most illustrious passengers of the “Red Star Line”, were the physicist Albert 
Einstein and the future Prime Minister of Israel, Golda Meir. Recognizing the historic importance of this 
mass migration, the authorities of Antwerp have decided to renovate the three harbour sheds that were 
used by the shipping company as departure halls, and transform them into a museum. The “Red Star 
Line/People on the Move” museum is scheduled to open its doors in the old harbour district of Antwerp in 
the spring of 2012. It will be a place of memorial, debate and research, and above all it will tell the stories 
of these passengers who boarded the ships longing for their chance at the American Dream. If you have 
any Red Star Line ancestors, the museum would love to hear from you (a tip: many ships with names 
ending with “land” – Pennland, Zeeland, Westernland, etc.- were part of the Red Star Line). Email: 
redstarline@stad.antwerpen.be, tel.+32 3 206 03 50, www.redstarline.org  (picture: a 1899 poster by Henri 
Cassiers depicting the “Westernland” passengers ship.© Museum Vleeshuis) 
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BELGIUM AND THE JEWISH WORLD 

Request by the Jewish Museum of Deportation and Res istance in 
Belgium 

 

The Jewish Museum of Deportation and 

Resistance in Mechlin is undergoing a big 

renovation project, initiated and supported 

by the Flemish Government. After 

consultations with all parties concerned and 

the launching of an international 

architecture competition, a project was  

chosen and construction works started in 2009.  The new museum “Kazerne Dossin, Memorial 

and Documentation Center on the Holocaust and on Human Rights” is scheduled to open in 

the summer of 2012. The museum is looking for family photographs and amateur films made 

by Jewish people who lived in Belgium during the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s, either as Belgian 

citizens, or as refugees. The themes: children playing, birthday parties, religious feasts, 

holidays, etc. Diaries, letters, personal stories and experiences of war or hidden life in 

Belgium, as well as interesting objects that illustrate daily and religious life will be welcome. 

The museum does not ask for the original photographs or films, since they will use scans and 

copies. Persons to contact: Laurence.schram@cicb.be , dorien.styven@kasernedossin.be, tel. 

0032-15-29.06.60, ext.7. 

 

Belgium donates 1 st installment to Auschwitz- Birkenau foundation 

Belgium has donated last march the sum of 200,000 € to a special fund set up by the 

Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation to finance conservation works on the site of the former Nazi 

death camp. The donation was made by the Belgian National Lottery. This is the first 

installment of the total amount of 500,000 € pledged by Belgium. The Auschwitz-Birkenau 

foundation was set up in January 2009 with the task to collect an endowment fund that will 

enable regular maintenance and conservation work at the site of the former Nazi extermination 

camp. Last year, the museum was visited by nearly 1, 4 million people, including some 13,000 

Belgian citizens.  

 

 The plan for the  new  Memorial and Documentation Center 



Page 3     

 

   Contact and subscription to the newsletter: telaviv@diplobel.fed.be              Website: www.diplomatie.be/telaviv 

 

   BELGIAN CULTURAL PRESENCE IN ISRAEL 

Two outstanding musical events featuring prominent 

Belgian musicians took place in Israel in March and 

April. “Not every day does a music pioneer come to 

Israel, a man one can properly qualify as a 

“revolutionary” in the field of musical performance” - 

these are the words used by Noam Ben Zeev, the music 

critic of Ha’aretz, to describe Sigiswald Kuijken  in the 

long article he devoted to the Belgian violinist and 

conductor. Kuijken is indeed known worldwide for having introduced important innovations in 

the performance of the vocal music of Bach, for his choice of ancient instruments and for using 

the older technique of resting the violin on the shoulder without a shoulder rest, rather than 

held under the chin. In four concerts held in Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv and Haifa, Kuijken together 

with the Israeli Bach soloists ensemble  performed Bach’s Johannes Passion . Kuijken led 

the ensemble from his position as violinist, and not facing the musicians: “I have decided to 

stop conducting baroque music. This type of music must be made together, it does not need to 

be “interpreted” by one charismatic person. Conducting is old-fashioned, anachronistic”. 

 

The Clematis ensemble  from Belgium was invited to 

open the Felicja Blumental International Music 

Festival. The ensemble (soprano, violins, viola di 

gamba, harpsichord, theorbo) was created in 2001 

with the idea of focusing on the lesser-known 

repertoire of the 17th Century. The concert, which 

included works by Monteverdi, Romero, Frescobaldi, 

was acclaimed both by the audience and by the music critic of Ha’aretz, Hagai Hitron, who 

praised “the authentic baroque sound, full of vitality and agreeable to the ear, produced by the 

ensemble.” 

 

   ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

As an increasing number of foreign companies are eyeing Belgium as an ideal gateway for 

doing business in Europe, the Flemish commercial section will organize a series of meetings, 
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on  May 30 th – June 1 st aimed at informing Israeli businessmen about the benefits of Belgium 

for foreign companies and the practical steps that should be taken in order to start a business 

there. 

In order to be able to offer the most extensive and expert information, the commercial section 

will host Mr. Luc Fabry, a senior representative of Flanders Investment & Trade, who 

specializes in assisting foreign companies wishing to enter Belgium.  

Interested people are welcome to contact the Flemish commercial section at 03-6138144, or 

via email: telaviv@fitagency.com 

 

   ZOOM  ON  BELGIUM 

   POLICY AND POLITICS 

Belgium makes record contribution to the World Food  Program 

In 2010, Belgium made a record contribution to the UN World Food Program, totalling € 28.6 

million. The WFP operates in 80 countries, providing food and humanitarian aid during 

disasters or long-running conflicts. The year 2010 was particularly tough, with extreme 

droughts, floods, earthquakes, and a number of recurring conflicts. The funds donated by 

Belgium were put to use in Sudan, the Democratic republic of Congo, Benin, the Palestinian 

territories, Niger, Chad, Uganda, Burundi, Haiti and Pakistan. 

    CULTURE 

Ghent: Europe’s best kept secret 

The city of Ghent has  been ranked 7th. in Lonely 

Planet’s ten hottest cities to visit in 2011. “Here’s a 

secret within a secret”, the travelguide writes, “Ghent 

might just be the best European city you’ve never 

thought of visiting, in a country that continues to be 

criminally overlooked…Those who do hop off the train 

and stroll along the Leie River to the historic center will 

have their eyes out on stalks. Here hides one of 

Europe’s finest panoramas of water, spires and centuries-old grand houses. But this is no 

place to simply kick back: Ghent has one of Europe’s most dynamic festival scenes, which vies 

for visitors’ attention.” The Ghent festival  (Gentse Feesten) is one of Belgium’s oldest 
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festivals: it first took place in 1832! Today, it has become one of the biggest city festivals in 

Europe and attracts thousands of tourists. The festival will take place this year on 16-25 July . 

Many musical events - pop music, rock’n roll, jazz, classical music concerts – can be 

expected, along with street entertainment, sightseeing, boat trips on the river, etc. So when 

planning your summer holidays, think about Ghent. And while in Belgium, you will of course 

want to visit other cities and sites. 365.be – a guide to tourist attractions and museums  in 

Belgium will help you discover the country. The 100 pages brochure, divided by provinces, 

exists in print in English, French and Flemish and is available at the Embassy. It is also 

available online. www.365.be 

    

    Follow the Queen Elisabeth music competition 

The undisputed musical event of this late spring in Belgium is the 

Queen Elisabeth International Competition. Founded almost fifty 

years ago, this prestigious institution has crowned top pianists, 

violinists and singers, many of whom have later become famous all 

over the world. This year’s competition is devoted to vocal music, 

and will take place between May 5 th and June 9 th.  A total of 98 

candidates (82 women and 16 men from 26 nationalities) have been 

selected for the first round of the competition. The singers’ performances will be accompanied 

by first rate pianists and by the artistic ensemble La Monnaie/De Munt Symphony Orchestra, 

conducted by Carlo Rizzi. The international jury brings together leading lights of the world of 

singing and directors of major European opera houses. The laureates will give concerts 

throughout Belgium with the orchestras of the Vlaamse Opera, the Opera Royal de Wallonie 

and La Petite Bande (conducted by Sigiswald Kuijken who was recently in Israel). The semi-

finals and finals can be followed live and on demand on the website of the Queen Elisabeth 

Competitionhttp://www.cmireb.be/en/p/2/139/184/182/internet.html 

 

    SCIENCE  

World first in Belgian hospital – Birth following a llograft of ovarian 

tissue 

A world first was achieved at the “Cliniques universitaires Saint-Luc” in Brussels: a baby was 

born on 25 January 2011 thanks to a graft of ovarian tissue between genetically different non-

twin sisters. The operation was carried out by the team of Professor Jacques Donnez, Head of  
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the Department of Gynaecology and Andrology. A patient suffering from early menopause due 

to chemo- and radiotherapy became pregnant thanks to an allograft of ovarian tissue taken 

from her HLA-compatible but genetically different sister. The treatment was a complete 

success: no immunosuppressive treatment was given and no rejection took place. Ovarian 

function was restored three and a half months after the transplant. A few months later, in vitro 

fertilisation was attempted. Following hormonal stimulation, three oocytes were recovered from 

the ovarian graft. Two embryos developed: one was frozen while the other was implanted, 

leading to a pregnancy. This is the first birth in the world following an allograft of ovarian tissue 

between genetically different sisters. 

    Economy 

Belgian diamond trade grows and prospers 

The export of Belgian cut diamonds grew in February 2011 by 51%, with imports rising by 

33%. Raw diamonds performed also very well with an increase in imports of 35% and in 

exports of 26%. Due to increased demand, the price of cut diamonds rose on international 

markets, with favourable consequences for the Belgian sector. Ari Erpstein, CEO of the 

Antwerp World Diamond Center is very pleased with these latest figures: “Antwerp remains the 

ideal barometer for the world diamond sector, and indicates a healthy global diamond trade.” 

 

Upcoming events 

The play Mère de Guerre  (Mother of War) by Belgian writer and playwright Adolphe Nysenholc, 
directed by Rachel Lascar-Feldman will be performed by the French theatre group “Acte” on May 31st 

at the Ben-Gurion University in Beersheba (Sara Tadmor Hall). In the last hours of his life, a man 
must choose between the woman who saved him during the war and the woman who, against her will, 
abandoned him before disappearing in a concentration camp. Born in 1938, Adolphe Nysenholc was 
hidden by his parents with a Belgian family when he was three years old. He remained there until the 
end of the war, when his uncle, the only survivor of the family, returned from Birkenau. His parents had 
perished in Auschwitz. Free tickets can be obtained at the French Institute: 08-6479002 or at 
cefic@exchange.bgu.ac.il 

The member states of the EU are organizing a street art festival  that will take place in Holon on 
Saturday June 25 th. Two Belgian street artists, Louis Pôlet  and Obetre , will participate. The 
happening promises to be a very joyous event. Artists will intermingle with the public who will be 
actively involved in the making of various forms of street art. 

The film «Rien à déclarer » )ברוכים הבאים למכס(   by the French director Danny Boon (whose film 
“Bienvenue chez les Ch’tis” broke French box-office records) has just been released on Israeli screens. 
The Belgian actor Benoît Poelvoorde  plays the role of a Belgian customs officer who hates the French 
but is forced to team up with a French customs officer at the beginning of the nineties when frontier 
controls between France and Belgium were removed.  


