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Red Star Line museum inaugurated in Antwerp 

 
 

After several years of renovation works, the "Red Star line Museum" opened its doors to the public on 
September 28, after it was officially inaugurated by King Philippe and Queen Mathilde. The museum 
is housed in the historic warehouses of the Red Star Line shipping company in Antwerp and tells the 
story of the millions of people who travelled to America and Canada on board the Red Star Line's 
ocean liners. Between 1873 and 1935, nearly 3 million people made the crossing from Antwerp to the 
"new world", in search of a better life. A sizeable proportion of them (about one in four) were Jews 



from Eastern Europe who were fleeing the pogroms and their harsh living conditions. Thus Antwerp 
became a major transit port for Jews to the United States. The Red Star Line brings to life the journey 
of these passengers, among them well-known figures such as Albert Einstein, Golda Meir, Irving 
Berlin. The museum sails under the flag "People on the move". It expands the horizons of the Red 
Star Line story to the timeless phenomenon of migration, particularly in the 19th and 20th. centuries. 
www.redstarline.be 

Yiddish advertisement in a Polish newspaper, 1921 

 

 
 

Science and Technology 
Belgians win Nobel and Abel prizes  

Belgian physicist Prof. François Englert shares the 2013 Nobel 
Prize for Physics with British physicist Prof. Peter Higgs for 
their discovery of the "Higgs boson", a sub-atomic particle 
"that pervades the Universe and explains why the Universe is 
how it is. The theory proposed by Higgs and Englert is central 
to the Standard Model of physics which describes how 
everything in the universe - from flowers and people to stars 
and planets - is constructed from just a few building blocks of 
subatomic particles". 

(On the discovery of the "God particle", see 
www.independent.co.uk/news/science/eureka-cern-
announces-discovery-of-higgs-boson-god-particle-

7907677.html).  

Professor Englert has a longstanding affiliation with Tel Aviv University, he is a Holocaust survivor and 
is married to an Israeli. 

Earlier this year, the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters awarded the 2013 Abel Prize, the 
equivalent of the Nobel for mathematics, to Belgian mathematician Pierre Deligne for "seminal 
contributions to algebraic geometry and for their transformative impact on number theory, 
representation theory and related fields". Pierre Deligne had received before the Abel many 
prestigious awards, among them the Fields medal and the Crafoord prize. 

 

EcoNation selected as "Technology Pioneer 2014" by World Economic Forum  

EcoNation, a Belgian company developing ecological daylight, has been recognized as" Technology 
Pioneer 2014" by the World Economic Forum last August. Technology Pioneers are innovative young 
companies whose cutting-edge technologies are capable of having a critical impact on business and 



society. EcoNation, founded less than four years ago, has been awarded the prize for its innovative 
approach to distributing natural light in buildings. It developed a financial model whereby it invests in 
its customers' energy savings, through "LightCatcher" daylight and monitoring technology. It installs 
intelligent daylight systems on customers' roofs, which almost completely eliminate the need for 
artificial light. Customers don't pay upfront, they just pay part of the energy savings. This way they can 
save on their energy bill from day one without any investment. www.econation.be/en/ 

 

Education 
Belgium does extraordinary well in world's universi ty rankings  

Belgium boasts 6 universities or colleges in the top 200, according to the annual University rankings 
released by Quacquarelli Symonds. The first Belgian University is the KU Leuven which ranks 77. 
"For a small country like Belgium, to have 6 schools in the top 200, is simply extraordinay, says Ben 
Sowter of QS. "Belgian universities have an excellent reputation abroad, both among academia 
people and among employers". MIT keeps the lead, followed by Harvard and Cambridge. 

 

Tourism and Gastronomy 
Brussels with Kids  

 
 

"All over the Map" has launched Brussels with Kids, an e-book guide to Belgium geared to parents. 
The book includes a comic book introduction to Belgium, short historical interludes and colourful local 
legends. Parents will discover a host of interesting sites for their children, kids-friendly restaurants, 
playgrounds, day trips for the family, and more. The book is available in the Amazon Kindle Store. 
www.alloverthemap.net 

 

 

A Belgian success story – Le Pain Quotidien 

 



 
 

As a young chef, Alain Coumont was in search of the “perfect bread”. Dissatisfied with the quality of 
bread available then in Brussels, and unable to guarantee a regular bread supply from France, he 
began making his own bread. Coumont opened his first restaurant in 1990 in his native Brussels: a 
bakery with a central communal table offering simple but perfect breakfast, brunch and lunch. And 
thus “Le Pain Quotidien” (“The daily bread”) was born. The concept (“to transport the customers to the 
Belgian countryside and a simpler way of life”) and the setup were so powerful that Le Pain Quotidien 
grew very rapidly. In a matter of months, 10 locations opened in Brussels. Today Le Pain Quotidien 
operates about 180 bakery-café locations in 17 countries. The concept hasn’t changed: the daily 
bread is served in a homey atmosphere, supported by a broad but simple menu rooted in Belgian 
tradition and enhanced by local offerings. www.lepainquotidien.be (picture : a typical "Pain 
Quotidien" restaurant in New York). 

 

Culture 



Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker named Dancer of the Year  

For the second year in a row, Belgian choreographer and dancer 
Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker was named "Dancer of the year" 
by the German dance magazine Tanz. The magazine cited the 
Flemish choreographer's Partita nr.2, based on the piece by 
Bach, which she created and dances, together with French 
choreographer Boris Charmatz. The International Haifa Film 
Festival recently featured the Belgian documentary film "Rain" 
which follows the rehearsals of this work by De Keersmaeker, as 
it is performed by the dancers of the Ballet de l'Opéra de Paris. 
On that occasion, the dance critic of Haaretz published an article 
(http://www.haaretz.co.il/gallery/cinema/haifafilmfest/.premium-

1.2120616) describing her work. De Keersmaeker also founded the prestigious dance school PARTS, 
which has attracted many foreign students over the years, among them Israeli dancers. 

Van Dyck painting "found online"  

A previously unknown painting by 17th Century Flemish painter 
Anthony Van Dyck has been identified, after being spotted online. 
The portrait, which depicts Olivia Boteler Porter, lady-in-waiting to 
Charles I's wife, was previously thought to have been a copy and 
was in storage at the Bowes Museum in Durham County. But it 
was photographed for a project to put all of the UK's oil paintings 
on the "BBC your paintings" website, where it was seen by an art 
historian. An investigation was conducted and a Van Dyck expert 
confirmed it was an original. "It's quite clear that this is a late 
English period Van Dyck. There's no doubt about that. This is 
Van Dyck at his best". The painting which was not thought to be 
important, was covered in layers of dirt and varnish. "Had it 
appeared at auction as a copy, it would have fetched no more 
than 3,000 pounds, it is now estimated at around 1 million 
pounds... 
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