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People thronged to Rabin Square on September 16-17 to admire a stunning flower carpet that 
was unfurled on the square, on the occasion of the centennial of Tel Aviv-Yafo and in homage 
to the city’s founders. The mayor of Brussels, Freddy Thielemans, was invited by mayor Ron 
Huldai to attend the inauguration ceremony. The organizers of the event were indeed inspired 
by the flower carpet that every two years decorates the Grand-Place in Brussels. All the 
flowers – 500,000 dahlias and begonias – were flown in from Belgium and a team of four 
Belgian specialists arrived from Brussels to install the carpet, with the aid of about 100 Israeli 
volunteers who worked around the clock to embed the flowers into an intricate pattern 
covering about one and a half dunam. The artist Adi Yekutieli had designed the model of the 
carpet, taking his inspiration from tiles and murals that were found in the homes of some of 
the most illustrious first residents of the city: Haim Nachman Bialik, Israel Rokach, Aharon 
Chelouche and others. A most appropriate gift for the residents of Tel Aviv-Yafo on the eve of 
Rosh Hashana! 
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Belgium and the Jewish World 

Belgian teachers participate in study workshop at Y ad Vashem 

A group of 25 school teachers from the French Community 

of Belgium participated last July in a 10 days study 

workshop at Yad Vashem’s international School for 

Holocaust Studies. The trip was organized by the MERCI 

Foundation, an initiative of the Province of Luxembourg, 

which aims at perpetuating the memory of the Holocaust and 

promoting the values of democracy. The group was led by 

the governor of the Province of Luxembourg, Mr. Bernard Caprasse. Keeping the memory of the 

Holocaust alive and educating future generations to tolerance is a priority for the Belgian Government. 

Teachers from all over Belgium have been participating regularly in such seminars over the past few 

years. 

Belgian Righteous among the Nations honored at Amba ssador’s residence 
 
Ambassador Bénédicte Frankinet hosted in July a reception to honor the memory of the Belgian 

Righteous among the Nations, an event that has become a yearly tradition. The violinist Eyal Shiloah 

contributed to the warm atmosphere by playing traditional Jewish music. The ambassador paid tribute 

to “those ordinary Belgian citizens who had a moral compass which helped them see clearly where 

their duty lay, at a time when it was so easy to shut one’s eyes, hide behind ‘received orders’ or invoke 

personal danger as an excuse”. 

Belgium to participate in restoration costs of Ausc hwitz camp 
 

Belgium is one of the first European countries to have responded 

positively (by decision of the Council of Ministers of July 2009) to the 

request of the Polish Government to give a financial contribution to 

the “Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation”, for a long-term restoration and 

conservation program aimed at preserving the authentic remains of 

the former German Nazi death camp for future generations to see. 

The Belgian Government also regularly participates in the maintenance costs of the Belgian pavilion in 

Auschwitz which was renovated and inaugurated in 2006 

The Belgian pavilion in Auschwitz 

Ambassador  Frankinet and Governor Caprasse 
laying wreath at Yad Vashem 
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Belgian Presence in Israel 

Belgian donors help at-risk Israeli children 
 

A family home (“mishpahton”) for at-risk children in the 

Youth village of Hadassa-Neurim has been renovated and 

equipped through the generosity of three families of donors, 

two from Belgium – the families of Jacques Spijer and 

Philip Van Perlstein - and one from the Netherlands. 

Ambassador Frankinet who attended the dedication 

ceremony of the home said that this event “highlights the 

links of friendship and cooperation between Belgium and 

Israel. While States communicate through diplomatic channels, people communicate through actions 

such as this one. In that sense you are all ambassadors because you help strengthen the relations 

between our two countries”. 

 

 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

Trade between Israel and Flanders on the rise 
 
There is a clear and constant increase in the business relations between Israel and Flanders, 

according to the Flemish commercial attaché, although the potential for trade between the two sides is 

yet to be fully realized.  The Flemish commercial section at the Embassy assists Flemish companies 

wishing to enter the Israeli market and Israeli companies interested in importing goods or services 

from Belgium as well as Israeli firms wishing to establish a company in Flanders and to use Belgium 

A G E N D A 
 
The animation film “Panique au village” by Belgian film directors Stéphane Aubier and 
Vincent Pater will be screened at the 24th Haifa International film festival on October 4 th at 
17:30 and October 8 th at 12:00. www.haifaff.co.il 
 
Two harpists from Belgium will participate in the 17th international harp contest which will 
take place in Israel in October. Suzanne Mildonian , who has been teaching harp at the 
Royal Conservatoire of Music in Brussels for 40 years, will serve on the international jury. 
Letizia Belmondo, who plays in Brussels won the first prize at the 14th. contest in 2001. She 
will play with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra at the festive opening concert at the Mann 
Auditorium in Tel Aviv on October 6 th. 
 

Amb. Frankinet, Amb. Avi Pazner, World Chairman 
of Keren Hayesod and one of the donors. 
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as a gate for their activities in Europe. Though all sectors are relevant, three in particular are given 

priority: food, environment and high tech. In both Israel and Belgium, these sectors represent indeed a 

marked potential, as far as needs, interests and opportunities are concerned. 

Belgian economic mission planned for December 
 
A commercial multi-sector trade mission from Belgium will take place in Tel Aviv on December 6-10th. 

Members will be Belgian small and medium size companies looking to develop business in Israel. 

 

ZOOM ON BELGIUM 

CULTURE 

New Magritte museum opens its doors to visitors 
 
The new Magritte Museum was inaugurated on June 2nd.  Located 

in the elegant premises of the Royal Museums for Fine Arts in the 

center of Brussels, the museum pays tribute to the life and work of 

probably the most famous Belgian artist abroad. The museum has 

an exhibition area of 2,500 square meters and contains more than 

two hundred works, the largest Magritte collection in the world 

which illustrates the versatility of this artist: paintings, illustrations, 

sculptures, photographs, engravings... (www.musee-magritte-museum.be)  

Palais Stoclet on the UNESCO World Heritage list 
 

The Palais Stoclet, a private mansion built in Brussels 

between 1905 and 1911 by architect Josef Hoffman 

for banker and art lover Adolphe Stoclet, has been 

included last June on the UNESCO World heritage 

List. The palace stands out as a masterpiece of Art 

Nouveau (Jugendstil), although it is also considered 

by some to be the first major work of emerging Art 

Deco, since its geometrical shape marks the 

beginning of the decline of floral and curvilinear motifs. Adolphe Stoclet wanted his mansion to be a 

comprehensive work of art, where architecture and decoration complement each other. Many 

craftsmen and artists contributed their share to the building, among them the painter Gustav Klimt who 

designed the dining room. 
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SPORTS 
 
Belgian tennis player Kim Clijsters made history on September 13, 

capping a comeback from two years out of tennis to become the 

first unseeded woman to win the US Open, beating Danish player 

Caroline Wozniacki. Clijsters had stopped playing two years ago, 

became a mother and announced in March she would make a 

comeback. This was her second US Open title. The other Belgian 

queen of tennis, Justine Henin, has also announced her return to the tennis circuit, with Wimbledon 

the target. “The flame has been rekindled”, she said after a 16-month self-imposed retirement. 

SCIENCE 

Solvay major partner in challenging “Solar impulse” project 
 

Solvay, the international chemical and pharmaceutical 

group based in Brussels which was founded in 1863 by 

the Belgian chemist and industrialist Ernest Solvay, is a 

major partner in an extraordinary new adventure: “Solar 

Impulse”, the first airplane to be powered only by solar 

energy, and which will use batteries to fly at night. 

Bertrand Piccard, who in 1999 was the first man to 

circumnavigate around the globe in a balloon, is planning to embark on a world tour in “Solar Impulse” 

by 2012. The project has led Solvay researchers to tackle many challenges, in particular the need to 

develop new lightweight materials in an effort to minimize the airplane’s weight. Over 4000 parts in the 

aircraft contain Solvay materials. Solvay has recognized in Solar Impulse the values that have guided 

the founder of the Group and sustained it over the past 150 years: a pioneering spirit, scientific 

innovation, respect of the environment, a firm commitment to sustainable development. 

Belgian scientists contribute to major breakthrough in research of Alzheimer 
disease 
 
Belgian researchers, led by Prof. Christine Van Broeckhoven, together with colleagues from six other 

countries have made a major breakthrough in the fight against Alzheimer disease, identifying three 

genes that increase the risk of this memory disease (until now only one genetic risk factor had been 

identified, 15 years ago). Prof. Van Broeckhoven who is director of research at the Born-Bunge 

Institute, a research group affiliated with the University of Antwerp, explains that the discovery was 

made possible through the collaboration of numerous scientists all over the world who shared their 

results after comparing the DNS code of 20,000 patients: “The Belgian contribution – the VIB research 

Clijsters savouring victory with daughter 

 

Prototype of the Solar Impulse airplane 
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Center, Institute Born Bunge and the University of Antwerp – has been of crucial importance…Based 

on this discovery, we can now search for ways to delay or to prevent the disease.” 

ECONOMY 

Belgium eighth world exporter 
 
The annual World Trade Report 2009 published by the World Trade Organization (WTO) shows that in 

2008 Belgium, with 477 billion U.S. dollars, was the eighth largest exporter in the world. 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres09_e/pr554_e.htm 

 
 


